Welcome
Ariel Vanerp!

CROSAIRES

Crosaires would like
to welcome Ariel
Vanerp, new team
member to the
Crosaires “family!”

“Where Care and Community Intersect”

Ariel was recently
hired as a part time
Care Partner and is
excited and eager to
learn and grow in her
new journey with our
mission and vision
for eldercare.

From the “Desk of Todd”
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY CROSAIRES, HAPPY
BIRTHDAY TO YOU!! Wow, so hard to believe
that on April 4th we will be celebrating our 4th
birthday! In some ways it is hard to believe we
have been in existence for four years already
yet on the other hand with so many years of
planning and preparation, it seems like we
have been a part of this wonderful community
for much, much longer.

the wonderful elders and family
members who have come and gone
through our doors, knowing that each
has left a distinct memory in our
hearts, we love(d) them all; to all of
the wonderful community
relationships that were and continue
to be built in order for us to sustain
our mission and vision, thank you!

When I reflect back on the last four years, I still
find it a little overwhelming just how
wonderful the “ride” has been. From all of the
wonderful staff who have come and gone
through our doors, with hopes that they
continue being ambassadors for what they
have learned about quality eldercare; to

Lastly to our friend Charley Lawler,
who again helped to underwrite and
ensure our Foundation was created
and sustained!
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THANK YOU EVERYONE, many “gifts”
to celebrate this birthday!!!!

3rd Annual Easter Egg Hunt a HUGE Success!!
The morning of March 26th was beautiful as the 3rd Annual Community Easter Egg
Hunt took place on the lawn at Crosaires. With over 1,500 colorful eggs hidden on
the property, children gathered in their individual age categories to eagerly find their
treats! This year $449.00 was raised in memory of Matthew Davis with all proceeds
going to the Hospice of Lansing/Stoneleigh Residence. A special thank you to all of
the local businesses who donated the prizes for the 16 “Golden Eggs” filled with
special prizes! Finally, a special thank you to the elders and team at Crosaires who
worked together to fill every egg, beginning the journey on February 29th!

A Collaborative
Effort!
It was so wonderful
to reconnect with
our friends from the
Stepping Stones
Elementary School
this past month.
As always, when we
come together we
envision our time
spent together to be
fun and productive, a
way in which
purpose is a theme.
This past month the
students and elders
worked together to
make homemade
pies which were later
delivered to The
Haven House-Family
Shelter in East
Lansing!
In April we plan to
gather again to put
together “welcome
baskets” for The
Haven House as well!
A wonderful life
lesson for all!

“Rachel’s Review”
My how time flies when you are
having fun with your favorite elders!
Halfway through the semester and
the fun is just beginning! March has
come and gone and these lovely
elders are still teaching me every day.
This month, as a part of our fitness
program we started incorporating
dance into our fitness routine. Who
knew you could dance while sitting in
a chair? We do, and it’s been a fun
learning experience for all! I’ve also
loved going on the outings with the
Crosaires gang. Through these
outings I have discovered new places

and learned interesting things about
mid-Michigan and what it has to offer.
While all of my elder friends at Crosaires
have at least triple the life experience I do,
they are always right there with me
discovering and learning new things every
day. That is one of my favorite things
about Crosaires, there is no age limit to
learning!

“THIS LAND IS YOUR LAND, THIS LAND IS MY LAND.”
As the saying goes, the only constant in life is change! Over the last couple of months
our 2016 theme of “This Land is Your Land, This Land is My Land” has undergone
some changes, but one thing always remained the same, our vision for an onsite
farmer who will oversee the planting, ongoing work and harvesting of the crops, all
while working with interested elders based on their interest, physical and cognitive
abilities. As one door closed another has opened as we welcome Mr. Paul Hickner,
a 30 year resident of Williamston who has found a new “home” to “plant his “roots!”
Paul will be overseeing a 50x50 garden where potatoes will be grown and given back
to the Williamston Food Bank. In addition, Paul will work with interested elders on a
new 30x30 garden where a variety of vegetables and herbs will be grown and
harvested. Good times ahead beginning this month, good times ahead!!

PATRICK BALL- “CELTIC HARP-SPOKEN WORD” CONCERTS
With less than a month and a half away, the push
is now on to highly promote the Patrick Ball
concerts! WE NEED YOUR HELP!!!!

nature trails on the property, while the Meridian
Senior Center is looking to help raise additional
funds for their activities department.

The Crosaires Foundation, in partnership with the
Meridian Senior Center, are bringing nationally
known Celtic musician, Patrick Ball to
mid-Michigan for two performances in May.

The planning committee continues to be actively
recruiting sponsorships for the color program that
will be available at each concert. The three tiers
of sponsorship available include:

Patrick will be performing his Celtic-Harp-Spoken
Word concerts on Saturday, May 14th at 7:00 p.m.
at the Chippewa Middle School in Okemos and
again on Sunday, May 15th at 2:00 p.m. at the
McGoff Auditorium in Williamston.

Bronze—$100.00

Ticket prices are $15.00 per ticket and or a 20%
reduction for group sales of 10 or more. Ticket
sales can be purchased through the Meridian
Senior Center (706-5045)or Crosaires (898-1715).
It is the goal that through these two performances
the Crosaires Foundation will be able to pave

Silver—$250.00
Gold—$500.00
To learn more about what each level of
sponsorship will include, please call
517-898-1715. $3,650.00 already raised!!
For more information everything pertaining to
these concerts visit our website at
www.crosaires.com
For now, save the dates, purchase your tickets
and spread the word!! THANK YOU!!!!

Crosaires Foundation “GO FUND ME” Updates...
friends and family via email and through Facebook,
Twitter, etc. Personally, I have contributed to
several causes through a Go Fund Me Account and
have been blown away at how fast a goal can be
reached through small donations. So give what you
Knowing that not only does the Foundation
can and are able and help spread the word as we
want to reach its goal, but so did the other
would love to be able to purchase the new Trishaw
generous individuals who generously donated
bicycle this Spring/Summer.
towards its cause. With that said, board
Note: Monies earned through our Patrick Ball
member Julie Banks assisted in setting up a
concerts will go first towards the purchase of this
“Go Fund Me” Account with the hopes that
bicycle and then paving the nature trails.
this campaign goal will be reached. A Go
Fund Me account is an electronic tool which
https://www.gofundme.com/
allows anyone to donate towards a cause.
hgkns9uc
The Crosaires Foundation is hoping that not
only will you give what you can, but ask that
you forward this information to all of your
As stated in the last few newsletters, the 2015
end of the year capital campaign drew to a
close with the Crosaires Foundation raising
$1,550.00 towards its $6,000.00 goal.

Patrick Ball—Celtic Harp-Spoken Word Concert -Sponsors
Saturday and Sunday, May 14-15th
Chippewa Middle School and McGoff Auditorium

Terry and Shirley Walter
Todd and Brenda Gardner
Barrett’s Clothing Store of Williamston
Rich Baldwin-Buttonwood Press
Gilbert and Blake’s Restaurant
Comfort Inn-Okemos/East Lansing

Aging and Activity: They Can and Should Go Hand in Hand
The following is an article by guest writer, Lee Reimann, elder law attorney from Willingham
and Cote’, PC.
This week I have the privilege of attending the American Society on Aging annual conference in
Washington, D.C.. This conference brings together the amazing collaboration of physicians,
nurses, social workers, home care providers, policymakers, grant makers and yes, a few
attorneys. The education sessions are numerous and varied, but the keynote presentations
provide a view on aging in America that is quite enlightening and uplifting.
Did you know that between the years 2016 and 2035 the number of Americans over the age of
65 will increase 57%? Over the next 20 years, the sheer number of retired people in the United
States will reshape society. How do we plan, as individuals and as a community, for this influx
of older adults? Let’s be clear, the number of older adults over 65 by 2035 will include me (and
probably you).
So how will we plan as individuals, as a society? In next month’s
newsletter be looking for the conclusion of this interesting “ hot”
topic!

