CROSAIRES IS NOW
HIRING…
Crosaires is now
accepting
applications to fulfill
two part-time Care
Partner positions.
With a couple team
members moving
forward to begin new
journeys, we need to
find excited, new,
like minded
individuals to help
fulfill our
mission/vision.
Call Todd at
517-898-1715 if
interested in learning
more!!!!
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From the “Desk of Todd”
Well, the professionals working in the field of
meteorology were spot on this summer with
their prediction of hot and dry! Wow, thank
goodness for the privilege of air conditioning.
As some folks have been posting photos and
sayings on their individual Facebook accounts,
remember January and February are only five
months away, be careful what you wish for!

fish, and/or search for your favorite
Pokémon (be careful!).

The elders and staff at Crosaires have
had a wonderful summer despite the
warm weather. We have had
opportunities to enjoy beautiful
outdoor music in various venues, visit
a lavender farm in Mason, visit
One of the many areas that an older adult
Saundra Dunn for our annual trip to
teaches others every day is the art of slowing the Along the Fence daylily farm in
down, enjoying the moment, being fully
Dansville and welcomed back Sue
present. As our culture continues to push the Brook from M&MS Horse farm for a
envelope with commercialism and their “back special experience!
to school” advertisements and pressures,
Ahhhh, so much done and yet so much
there is still plenty of time to settle in, float on
to do. Relax, settle in and enjoy the
the lake and or river, set up tents,
rest of your summer like we will!

3RD ANNUAL PITCH FOR PAMPERS DATE IS SET!!!
It is time to begin practicing for the 3rd annual Pitch for Pampers Horseshoe Tournament at Crosaires. This annual event brings community members together for a
fun-filled morning, throwing horse shoes and raising monies for the “Pyper’s Diapers”
campaign spearheaded by Williamston resident, Sandy Whelton. A great cause to
help local families in need of baby supplies. This year the event will be held on
Saturday, September 10th (MSU DOES NOT PLAY THIS DAY), beginning at 9:30 a.m.
The cost s $30.00 per two-person team with a single game elimination up to the last
two teams where there will be a two-out-of -three game elimination for the title.
Form teams and call Todd at 517-898-1715 and/or send him an email at
toddw@crosaires.com to register!

“IF YOU BUILD IT, THEY WILL COME”….
The title of this article comes from the
famous movie, Field of Dreams. We
built our large new deck this summer,
and folks are coming, and it is WONDERFUL!!!

it! Happy Birthday Agnes as not only did
your celebration take place on July 17th but
Crosaires continued the party on the 18th
as well!

Our new deck area is four times the
size of the original and on Sunday,
July 17th my heart was full when
close to 50 family and friends
gathered here to celebrate and wish
elder, Agnes Dexter a glorious 95th
birthday! The deck was full of guests
as well as the lawn with children playing yard games, etc. It was like a huge
family reunion! Love it, love it, love

This Land is Your Land, This Land is My Land!
Unbelievable is the only way to describe the hard work and dedication Farmer, Paul
Hickner has illustrated in his first year at Crosaires. Paul’s enthusiasm and hard work
has definitely brought interest and excitement to the elders living at Crosaires. Over
the past several weeks we have enjoyed picking some of the crops to use in our
homemade meals; delicious!
The largest crop grown this year was a 50x50 plot of land which served as home to
several types of potatoes. On Saturday, July 30th the “Potato Harvest” began with
volunteers, elders, staff and family coming together to pick and sort. What a great,
powerful community project and experience. The potato proceeds were divided
amongst the area Food Bank and volunteers who helped. Needless to say, Crosaires is
gearing up this Fall to enjoy many new recipes of this favorite, hearty vegetable!

WHEN WILL THIS NONSENSE STOP!!
We are all aware of the “craziness” in our world today,
including the recent deaths of black males and white
police officers! I hope and pray that each of us takes
time to talk with our families and friends and be the
agents of change.
The same nonsense is true when dealing with older
adults. Over four years ago, I wrote a column in this
monthly newsletter about ageist remarks that are
consistently spoken every day by professionals
working in this wonderful profession.
Four years later we are really no farther ahead in the
medical/institutional world but at Crosaires we are so
much farther down the road of change.
My case in point came a couple of weeks back when
an elder living at Crosaires was scheduled to have an
“in home” blood draw completed. This test was not
an emergency and as requested, we were informed
that the lab representative would be showing up late
morning the following day.

The next morning at 6:30 a.m. we received word
that a technician was on her way. We said “NO!”
The simple reason being this was going to be very
disruptive to the elder and possibly others living
at Crosaires. Being told that there was the
possibility they would not be able to return that
same day, we still advocated and said “NO!”
I proceeded to contact the lab and was initially
told that blood draws begin each day in
“traditional nursing homes” at 4:30 a.m. followed
with “home” draws at 7:00 a.m. after nursing
home patients are taken care of! I was APPALLED
and let this person know it! Not only did the
words “person centered” mean nothing but the
perception that if you live in a nursing home, your
worth is lower, almost non existent! I let her
know that this facility was someone’s “home” and
would she let a stranger in her home at 4:30 a.m.
to draw blood…..NO!!!!! At 1:30 p.m. that same
day the technician arrived to Crosaires! Chaching!

WELCOME SUE BROOK AND M&MS HORSEFARM
You may recall in our June/July newsletter we
introduced you to Sue Brook and her
therapeutic horse farm in Williamston,
M&MS.
This past June Crosaires first visited Sue at her
farm and on Tuesday, July 12th the farm came
to us! Not only did Sue and her team come to
Crosaires, they provided everyone the
opportunity to participate in miniature horse
drawn carriage rides! What a beautiful sight
to see animal and human working together to
ensure safety. Truly a memorable experience!

This is one relationship that will continue as
we plan to visit each other every other
month! See you in September!!
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ANNUAL TRIP TO “ALONG THE FENCE DAYLILY FARM”
A DELIGHT!
The weather could not have been better and the hospitality, wow, need I say, as always, more than
extraordinary! This past July 11th marked our 4th annual trip the Along the Fence Daylily Farm,
owned and operated by Saundra Dunn! When Saundra first began this ministry she had over 600
different types of Daylilies, her numbers are now up close to 2,000!!! Crosaires always enjoys this
outing as not only are we surrounded by the pure beauty of these flowers but, Saundra always
ensures we come on a day not open to the general public so she can have us all to her own! We
cannot say thank you enough to our dear friend. The beautiful thing now is that Crosaires is on the
hunt for little artifacts/trinkets to help Saundra mark her named beauties! We have found a new
purpose to give back care, delightful!!!

