A FINALE FAREWELL..
On Saturday,
November 19th, staff,
elders and family
members gathered at
the United Methodist
Church in Williamston
to honor and
remember the life of
Lois McCorvie who
passed away at
Crosaires on October
18th.
As an ongoing legacy
to remember our
dear friend, a new
Lois McCorvie Tulip
Garden will be
created beginning the
Spring of 2017!!
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From the “Desk of Todd”
With Thanksgiving now behind us the hustle
and bustle of the 2016 holiday season is now
upon us.

Whatever your political views are, one
thing we can all control is our own
behaviors towards another human
being. This holiday season I have
As family and friends begin to gather to trim
already begun to “pay it forward” on a
the holiday tree, engage in parties, gather to
weekly basis, helping and or
make and bake favorite holiday treats and
contributing to someone less fortunate
enjoy everything that the holiday season has
or as “lucky” as I am. I encourage you
to offer, I think it is in all of our best interest
to really take some time this holiday season to to do the same.
simply be “KIND” to everyone we come in
This holiday season try and fight off the
contact with.
commercialism of the holiday season
With the 2016 presidential race now behind
us, and as our country prepares for the
inauguration of our 45th President, many
people continue to live with anxiety and fear
about their daily existence in our country.

and go back to a simpler, much kinder
culture. I think you will be happier and
healthier because of your decision!
However you choose to celebrate this
season, may it be merry and bright!

MANY BLESSINGS FOR SURE!!!
As Crosaires continues its relationship with the youth from the Stepping Stones
Montessori School in East Lansing, last month we gathered at Crosaires to work
together to make homemade pumpkin pies that were delivered to The Haven House
early on Thanksgiving Day! We are already looking forward to our time together this
month as we begin to sort seeds at the
Lansing Food Bank!!

WELCOME JEANNE AND ZIONA!
“STUMP JEANNE”
Starting next month
we are asking our
readers to send elder,
Jeanne Brown a
question and to see if
she is able to come
back with an answer.
Crosaires knows in
todays world this may
be easily accomplished
by you the reader, but
why not engage an
elder who has the time
and desire to do so?
Your questions can be
sent through a private
message on the
Crosaires Facebook
page or via email at
toddw@crosaires.com
Providing such an
opportunity for Jeanne
is another way to
engage her with our
mission and vision!
Jeanne looks forward
to your questions, let’s
help her remain
engaged!

Crosaires would like to extend a warm already been made by leaving their
welcome to both Jeanne Brown and
“homes.”
Ziona Bisno who moved into their
Examples include Ziona enjoying having
new “home” in early November.
one of her favorite prints hung above the
After the initial couple of first weeks,
living room couch and Jeanne being able to
it appears that both women, as well
fill the bird feeders, a hobby she takes pride
as the other elders and staff have
fallen into new life patterns all while
and joy in. Welcome again, friends!
maintaining the life rituals and
preferences of each individual.
At Crosaires, we believe that an elder
should not have to sacrifice these
daily patterns and interests as we
understand that sacrifices have

A STELLAR FIRST SEASON!!
As the harvest season came to an end and the homemade vegetable stand was rolled
back up the driveway and put away in the barn, we took the time to reminisce about
the wonderful relationship that was built between Crosaires and “Farmer” Paul Hickner
last February.
A blessing all the way around is the best way to describe this wonderful friendship
between a man who loves to farm and an elder community who has the land to offer.
A blessing, as Paul saw the vision of Crosaires right away and warmly welcomed each
elder, despite their physical and cognitive conditions, to be able to play their part in
the creation and harvest of the crops.
A blessing, as Paul was excited to see what his hard work had produced and the
light on the elders faces as they eagerly anticipated what would be next and fresh.
So as the first season draws to an end we handed back $26.00 to farmer Paul with
donations given by you through purchases at the roadside stand. We look forward to
the spring of 2017! Thanks again Paul, Happy Holidays!!!

de-

MEANING AND PURPOSE!!!
One of the magical things about living at Crosaires is
our ongoing commitment to ensuring the lives of the
elders are filled with meaning and purpose. This
commitment starts right at the beginning when an
elder and their family choose us as their next “home.”
During the assessment phase, a thorough interview is
conducted with the elder to really understand them as
a person. This means finding out his/her interests,
hobbies, rituals, you know, what is really important to
them.
From there, this information is shared with all team
members with an understanding that the goal now
would be to create a culture where everyone acts
upon the interests of the elder in order to make it a
life worth living.

Case in point, new elder, Jeanne Brown is a very
educated woman who received her undergraduate

degree from Ohio State University and her masters
and doctorate degrees from Michigan State. As an
educator and lover of knowledge, Jeanne loves to
conduct research and continuously learn. At
Crosaires we have now adopted this love and
interest into the daily life of the “home.” Jeanne is
our researcher when it comes time to look up
historical information or facts on the internet for a
program we are conducting. This has brought so
much joy to Jeanne’s day as she clearly feels she is
contributing to something bigger, when in reality,
she is!
It is wonderful to see Jeanne take pride in her new
purpose and ensures each elder has a copy of the
research she has found on the internet and in
return it is a win-win for everyone as each
individual is gaining something valuable.

The Crosaires Foundation
The letters have been sent and the donations
have started to come in. If you have been
fortunate enough to donate towards our end
of the year capitol campaign, we thank you!
The Foundation still has its eyes on reaching
its goal of $3,842.00 to purchase the new
Trishaw bicycle. The Trishaw bicycle would
allow an able bodied person to drive and steer
a bicycle with a person also aboard who no
longer has the capabilities completing such a
task.
This bicycle would bring many years of joy and
happiness back to elders who may think now
that this pleasure is a thing of the past.
You can still donate before the end of the year
by writing a check to The Crosaires

Foundation and mailing it to 5829 Zimmer Road,
Williamston, MI 48895. Your gift is also tax
deductible.
Recently we received this note with a gift; “We
continue to be amazed and blessed that Crosaires
is a part of our community. Your support in service
to our elderly are truly what we all need!”
On behalf of the board of directors, we thank you
for your continued generosity and kind words.
Crosaires is so blessed to be a part of this
community!
For more questions about the Crosaires Foundation,
visit the Crosaires website at www.crosaires.com
and/or call Todd Walter at 517-898-1715.
Your continued support is so greatly appreciated!
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AS THE YEAR DRAWS TO AN END...
As the year 2016 draws to an end, maybe you are beginning to think about what you would like to
accomplish in the year ahead. At Crosaires we hope you consider taking a small amount of your time and
talents and share them with the elders. This is especially important during the cold winter months, as the
weather is unpredictable, thus finding us at home possibly more than we will be out in the community.
The most important thing in an older adult’s life when they reach 80+ is the relationships that they develop
with other human beings. Simply visiting and sharing in conversation over a favorite cup of tea, coffee and
or cocoa can be meaningful to both parties.
Maybe you have a unique talent, hobby, and or collection that you would love to share with others; we are
always open to visitors.
Thank you ahead of time for your consideration such as with our friend Tamie West who has made the
commitment to visit once a month. Tamie, as you may recall is our friend who raises bees. In September
she shared her collection of bees and honey and in late November she assisted elders in
making beeswax candles for holiday centerpieces. Thanks Tamie, we look forward to great
days ahead!

