Fall Memories!
As the season of fall
comes to a close and
the leaves have all
fallen, we wanted to
take a few moments
to share what this
season meant to us in
two great photos!
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From the “Desk of Todd”
Let it snow, let it snow, let it snow!
Merry Christmas, Happy Hanukkah,
Happy Kwanza and Happy holidays to
each and everyone of you!

INSIDE
THIS ISSUE:
From the Desk
of Todd

1

Trip to
VanAtta’s
Greenhouse

1

Sister Pat’s In
The House!

2

Good Eats Diva 2
Opens Up in
Haslett!
Five Years
Later...

3

The Crosaires
Foundation
Update

3

Living the
Mission and
Vision!

4

2 0 1 7

The hustle and bustle of the 2017
holiday season is now upon us as I saw
a post that the day after Thanksgiving,
or known as “Black Friday”, American
shoppers spent a record $5 billion
dollars in the 24 hour period. This new
record was up 16.9% compared to last
year!
So the hustle and bustle is alive and
well among us, but we are still in
control of enjoying the holiday season
and taking in all that it has to offer and
create lasting memories.

If there is one specific group of human beings who teach us to slow down, live in the
moment and relish relationships, it is the
elders. You see when we reach elderhood,
(non-age specific but usually after
retirement), it is the relationships that
matter most not the materialistic items
others so strongly hold on to.
So this holiday season, as the hustle and
bustle continues, take time to slow down,
dip some egg nog, make homemade popcorn balls and cookies and really, really
enjoy the time, not merely check it off
your holiday list.
With so many great things happening this
month we at Crosaires surely will. HAPPY
HOLIDAYS EVERYONE!

TRIP TO VANATTAS!
As my column focused on in the above article, last month we enjoyed two trips to the
Vanatta’s Greenhouse and Flower Shop in Haslett and really, really enjoyed each
moment, sights, sounds and purchases. You see the beauty is Crosaires many times
tries to avoid the large crowds so that the elders can truly take in everything and not
be overwhelmed. Our two trips to this wonderful business consisted of purchasing
holiday decorations, Amaryllis bulbs, poinsettias and decorative greenery for the
outside of our property. A sure way to begin the holiday season on the right foot.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
ANN HENRY!
Only one month after
moving to Crosaires,
elder, Ann Henry found
out just how we
celebrate individual
birthdays in order to
make them truly
meaningful!
Thanks to the staff,
other elders and Ann’s
family, November 18th
was a day to
remember!

Always a Delight When “Sister” Is In The House!
I have always said since I first met
Sister Pat Newhouse, that there will
be laughter and joy when she is
present. This remains true to this
day and every time we welcome
Sister Pat for lunch she always brings
a joke, funny story and wonderful
fellowship.

Next month who knows what will come
when Sister Pat is in the house, oh wait, I
think she will be dressed like a ELF! What
a hoot!

This past month Crosaires asked
Sister Pat to share with the elders her
life as a professional clown. Bringing
many great photos and stories, Sister
spent two hours with engaged elders
laughing and reminiscing about this
other fun area of her busy life.

GOOD EATS DIVA OPENS IN HASLETT
After reading a recent article about a new Italian bakery owned by Kathleen Hanna,
“Good Eats Diva”, we of course put it on the list of things to do! Specializing in
seasonal baked goods such as biscotti, Italian baked goods and cooking classes, this
small, cozy atmosphere in Haslett definitely hit the spot last month as we not only
tried it out inside, but took home the last homemade pumpkin roll and olive tapenade
spread to be used later this month at our holiday gathering. Kathleen is looking
forward to having us back in January to possibly offer us a private tour and learn her
story more in depth. A great addition to the community and one we will be visiting
more often! Check out Good Eats Diva at 1561 Haslett Road or email Kathleen at
kathleen@goodeatsdiva.com

FIVE YEARS LATER, “WILL THIS NONSENSE EVER STOP?”
Over five years ago years ago I wrote a column in
one of the very first newsletters published by
Crosaires. The topic back then focused on the
absurdity of the medical model of care, specifically
when working directly with older adults.
In the article I specifically wrote about an in home
lab service that was initially set up to draw blood
samples on identified elders, as needed, per
physician orders. At that time the agency tried
their hardest to desire to arrive at Crosaires by
4:30 a.m. in the morning to begin their busy day
ahead. Of course the answer was “NO!” and
still remains the same today. Five years later we
have remained constant with our response yet
there has been minimal change otherwise.
Just recently on a early Friday morning, I arrived to
Crosaires after grocery shopping. As my car pulled

up to the driveway at 7:15 a.m. another car that I
recognized, was leaving after arriving to draw
blood from an elder. When I asked the team
member working that morning if the agency called
first before coming out, the answer was “NO!”
Not only did we not receive a courtesy call but the
response was the same. This person was new to
the organization and she had many people on her
list and Williamston was one of the first towns to
“hit!” Of course the elder, who was the recipient
was appalled as she was not aware, awakened
abruptly and then attempted to go back to sleep!
This sort of inhumane treatment is appalling, and l
continue to lead the efforts with the team at
Crosaires. Offer coffee/juice to the tech if they
arrive unannounced but do not let them get away
lightly with this behavior! That is culture change!

The Crosaires Foundation Updates...
On Saturday, December 2nd the new Trishaw
bicycle will appear in the Williamston Annual
Holiday Light Parade. The bike, all decked out
in lights and holiday decorations will hopefully
be a highlight of this year’s parade. With all
of the positive media press we had received
this past Fall, it is time the community at large
actually sees this wonderful bike in action!
With the new Trishaw bicycle now in place at
Crosaires, the Foundation has its sights on
raising monies to purchase a trailer so that
the bike can be transported to other biking
trails in the Mid-Michigan area. This would be
a wonderful gift for Crosaires and everyone
associated with the Trishaw bicycle and we
hope to start the spring of 2018 off with a
bang by tootling around new horizons!

End of the year capitol campaign letters have been
sent out and we always welcome additional tax
deductible donations to those of you not currently
on our mailing list. Such donations can be mailed
to 5829 Zimmer Road, Williamston, MI 48895 and
checks made payable to The Crosaires Foundation.
As always, on behalf of the Board of Directors, we
thank you for your continued generosity as we are
very excited about the new Trishaw bicycle and
what it has already brought to the elders, staff,
family members and greater community at large.
Crosaires is so blessed to be a part of this
community! Happy Holidays to each of you!
For more questions about the Crosaires Foundation,
visit the Crosaires’ website at www.crosaires.com
and/or call Todd Walter at 517-898-1715.
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LIVING OUR MISSION AND VISION...
There is nothing more gratifying to an owner of a small business when he/she sees that the organization is
fulfilling its mission and vision statements on a consistent basis and are viewed by many others outside of
the organization as doing the same. For the past five years, Crosaires has tried to live up to its lofty mission
statements and are proud to say we strive to do so each and every day. Our mission and vision statements
were founded on strong principles and as one family member recently stated, Crosaires always strives to put
“humanity” first above everything else.
Mission: Where care and community intersect.
Vision: Honoring elderhood by continuously creating a culture of well-being, rich in meaning and purpose.
In September we began highlighting a significant event, program and/or life experience which depicted our
mission and vision. Constant awareness builds excitement and when excitement builds, things really begin
to move.
On Wednesday, November 8th, Crosaires joined forces with our friends from the Stepping Stones
Montessori School to volunteer at the Cristo Rey Community Center. Cristo Rey serves the vulnerable
populations within the greater Lansing community with an emphasis on access to medical care, mental
health services, and food and financial counseling. Last month the young and old came together to work in
the food pantry, sorting bread items and stocking shelves together. This wonderful experience for everyone
will definitely be back on our calendars in 2018. For powerful photos, look above! A job well done and a
true spirit of what Thanksgiving really means!

