Volunteers Needed!
For many, as the year
draws to an end, we
often set New Year’s
Resolutions. This
year why not make it
a resolution to begin
volunteering at
Crosaires? It takes
many people to help
live out our mission
and vision and
volunteers are
essential in this
journey. Have a
special talent,
hobby or simply
desire to help others?
If so, call Todd at
517-898-1715
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From the “Desk of Todd”
Merry Christmas and happy Holidays
everyone! Wow, where did 2018 go?
If 2018 taught me anything it was just
how quickly things can change and to
truly enjoy each day, laugh, live life to
the fullest and, HAVE FUN!

on earth ended the morning of November
13th with her daughter and dear friend at
her bedside. Oh, did this woman enjoy life,
often laughing, and experiencing
everything life had to offer. Above all,
Ziona had FUN! Photos of Ziona on page 4.

Last month I wrote about the utter joy
elder Ziona Bisno and I had on
Halloween night scaring trick or
treaters from my garage. I dressed like
Michael Myers and she, as his deceased
mother. Oh, did we laugh so hard that
evening and were already looking
forward to our next “get up” in 2019. A
week and a half later Ziona fell at
Crosaires and after a 15 year battle
with Parkinson's disease, her journey

Since her death, Crosaires has not been the
same and never will be! Ziona was a one of
a kind individual who touched so many
lives in so many different ways.
As we move forward with our continued
grief, we look forward to the new year and
new lives that will be touched with our
mission and vision and the lives that will
touch ours.
2019 goals, laugh often, explore what life
has to offer and have FUN!

WE REMEMBER…
On November 4th family and friends gathered on the property at Crosaires to
remember the life of Eldonna May who passed away on October 21st. Even though
Eldonna lived at Crosaires for a mere two weeks, her time with us was filled with
meaning and as a result, a beautiful sugar maple tree , (a favorite of Eldonna’s), was
planted as many shared stories of this beloved elder.

WELCOME NEW
ELDER, VIVIAN LENZ
After being on the
active waiting list since
this past January,
Crosaires would like to
officially welcome new
elder, Vivian Lenz to
her new “home.”
Vivian moved to
Crosaires in early
November and is
settling in quite nicely
already as she has
been found
participating in several
of the activities and
outings!

HAPPY BIRTHDAY ANN HENRY!
For elder Ann Henry this past
November 18th will be a birthday to
remember as Crosaires celebrated and
ensured Ann’s special day was filled
with meaning and purpose.
Being a huge Elvis Presley fan, Ann was
surprised with a life sized Elvis Presley
figurine and received her very own
Elvis Presley wall clock! Shake, rattle
and roll!
The look on Ann’s face tells the rest of
the story and informed us that her
nights have been more restful since
Elvis has been present! Happy
birthday Ann!

CROSAIRES VISITS THE STATE CAPITOL
CHRISTMAS TREE!
To kick off the Christmas season, elders and staff loaded up in cars on November 29th
and headed downtown Lansing to view the beauty of the 2018 State Capitol Christmas
Tree. This year’s tree is a 62 foot Spruce and was delivered from Alpena, Michigan!
This field trip always marks the beginning of the holiday season at Crosaires as we
enjoy Christmas music traveling to and from the Christmas tree and gather outside for
an annual photo. The photo this year of elder Mary Middleton enjoying the beauty of
the lights is gorgeous, like she could have stayed underneath the tree all night long!

CROSAIRES AND STEPPING STONES ELEMENTARY GIVE BACK!
On November 19th, elders and the youth from The
Stepping Stones Montessori School in East Lansing
collaborated their efforts by volunteering at the
Cristo Rey Community Center. Working together,
the elders and youth helped fill the food pantry
shelves and weigh grocery products. This
volunteer opportunity provided everyone who
participated with a sense of pride and stopping to
remember how much we all are thankful for. This
was a great way to begin the Thanksgiving week
and in January these two groups will gather again
at the elementary school to begin sorting seeds in
order to help the Greater Lansing Garden Project!

The Crosaires Foundation Update...
The board of directors met on Monday,
November 26th and are gearing up for an
exciting Spring event with a date and location
to be determined before the January
newsletter hits the press!
The big event that the Foundation will be
focusing on is identifying an undetermined
number of people from the community who
will enjoy a delicious meal and given the
opportunity to really hear the story of
Crosaires and the impact they have on the
greater community. The Foundation believes
if people really know the story on a much
deeper level, increased financial opportunities
will evolve and greater opportunities will
develop on a more consistent basis. Much
more to come in January!

The board of directors also have finished addressing
their end of year capitol campaign letters and as of
November 28th were dropped in the mail. We are
hoping as the year draws to a close that you too will
consider, for tax purposes, making a financial
contribution.
For more questions about the Crosaires Foundation,
visit the Crosaires’ website at www.crosaires.com
and/or call Todd Walter at 517-898-1715.
As always, thank you for your ongoing support, and
we look forward to seeing you around the
community in 2019!

CROSAIRES
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LIVING OUR MISSION AND VISION...
As you have read for several months now, there is nothing more gratifying to an owner of a small business
when he/she sees that the organization is fulfilling its mission and vision statements on a daily basis and are
recognized by others for doing so as well. For the past six years, Crosaires has tried to live up to its mission
statement and are proud to say we strive to do so each and every day. Our mission and vision statements
were founded on strong principles and as one family member stated, “Crosaires always strives to put
‘humanity’ first above everything else.”
Mission: Where care and community intersect.
Vision: Honoring elderhood by continuously creating a culture of well-being, rich in meaning and purpose.
Each month we continue highlighting a significant event, program and/or life experience which depicts our
mission and vision. Constant awareness builds excitement and, when excitement builds, things really begin
to move.
As you already read in this newsletter, on November 19th elders and the youth from The Stepping Stones
Montessori School gathered at Cristo Rey Community Center to give back care in the food pantry.
Stocking shelves and weighing food products were the highlight of this meaningful trip! This month the
elders will be shopping for a family in need and making someone’s Christmas a little brighter, more to
come in January!
lf you hear and/or know of a community volunteering opportunity please call Todd at 517-898-1715. The
opportunity to give care, and not only receive it, is essential to human life!

