HAPPY BIRTHDAY
JEANNE AND GINA!
During the month of
January a few
birthdays were
celebrated including
those of Jeanne
Brown and Gina
Ellefson.
Individually
celebrated filled with
favorite desserts and
meaningful gifts, the
way it should be!!
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From the “Desk of Todd”
Alright, yes it is true, I LOVE WINTER! I have
always loved winter growing up in New
Baltimore on Lake St. Clair. Playing hockey
with the neighbor kids, ice fishing and making
snow forts to attack family and friends with
snow balls. Great memories for sure!

a very cold, blistery month to enjoy
everything that “old man winter” has in
store.

Hard to believe though that St.
Valentine’s Day is right around the
corner and shortly after the elders and
This winter though has found me struggling as staff will begin their tradition of stuffing
well, I have only once gone tubing at Hawk
over 1,500 Easter Eggs in preparation
Island and even then it was “manmade snow!” for the 4th Annual Easter Egg Hunt to be
held on Saturday, April 8th. Save this
Just the other day I actually saw buds on my
Magnolia tree and thought to myself, “this is date for now and be looking for more
information in next month’s newsletter.
not a good sign.” Not a good sign meaning a
few years back we had a very mild winter and Who knows, maybe I will see you at
all of the apple crops were basically
Hawk Island, if so get ready for a long
destroyed. So as January draws to an end and train line as we fly down the snow lanes
February opens its doors, I am still hoping for screaming and laughing all the way!

THE RIGHT HAT CAN TELL A GREAT STORY...
Earlier in the month elders and staff at Crosaires celebrated national “Hat” day.
Thanks to our friends at the Red Cedar Antiques in Williamston, several treasures
were loaned to us for everyone to enjoy. They say a photo is worth a thousand
words, you decide!

“PANCAKE PALOOZA” A SUCCESS!!
“ASK JEANNE”
Realizing it is still new
to all of our readers,
we are asking you to
send elder, Jeanne
Brown a question and
to see if she was able
to come back with an
answer.
Crosaires knows in
today’s world this may
be easily accomplished
by you the reader, but
why not engage an
elder who has the time
and desire to do so?
Your questions can be
sent through a private
message on the
Crosaires Facebook
page or via email at
toddw@crosaires.com
Providing such an
opportunity for Jeanne
is another way to
engage her with our
mission and vision!
Jeanne is our official
researcher at Crosaires
and it is wonderful!!

On January 28th and for the second
year in a row, elders, staff and family
attended the Haven House’s 3rd
Annual Pancake Palooza at
Applebee’s Restaurant. By doing so,
we assisted in raising monies in order
to prove emergency housing and
support services for one-parent and
two-parent families with children.

“celebrity” raising the necessary funds. We
love Sister Pat and she loves us so what
better of a way to support everyone
involved, thus aligning with our mission!!

Not only did we help this worthwhile
organization raise over $51,000.00,
but we supported and cheered on our
beloved friend, Sister Pat Newhouse
from St. Martha Parish. For the past
few years Sister Pat has been a

DO YOU LOVE TO GARDEN?
I thought I would run this article again with the hopes of gaining some interest as the
warmer months will soon be upon us. This coming April, Crosaires will be celebrating
five years as a part of the Williamston community, a milestone we are very, very proud
of. Over the course of the last five years, there has been two things that have never
waivered: our mission and vision statements. As our mission statement proudly
states, “Where Care and Community Intersect”, and Vision Statement proclaims,
“Honoring Elderhood by continuously creating a culture of well-being, rich in
meaning and purpose”. This coming spring, and summer we would like to identify
Individuals, groups and/or families to “adopt” a flower garden space on our property
and assist an elder in maintaining these areas so that the true beauty can be enjoyed
all season long and not overshadowed by the growth of weeds, etc. As the phrase
states, “many hands make light work”, this would be a wonderful way to incorporate
more of you into our lives! We know we cannot do it alone and are not afraid to ask
for help. Are you setting goals for the new year? If so, maybe this is the opportunity
you have been waiting for. Call owner, Todd Walter at 517-898-1715 for more
information and/or to explore this volunteer opportunity in which all will benefit.
An hour a week can add a lifetime of memories!

IN MEMORY OF “COACH” FRED MULHASUER
On Tuesday, January 17th, elder, Fred “COACH”
Mulhauser passed away peacefully with his family at
his bedside. Fred lived at Crosaires just shy of two
years and even though he moved in with us at a later
stage of his cognitive decline, his life story was very
rich. Rich enough where he made lasting memories on
all of us who knew him.
When I first met Fred’s daughter, Celeste Frawley, she
shared so many wonderful things about her father’s
life. Examples included back when Celeste and her
brother were growing up, Fred was loved by all of the
neighborhood kids found at times driving around the
family station wagon in the neighborhood with the
kids on top of the car. Then at Christmas each year,
Fred would begin his shopping early in the year to find
the right gift for his grandchildren. He was known as
the “Great Mulhauso”, often found wearing deer

antlers and a special “The Great Mulhauso” t-shirt
as he passed out the gifts. Fred even wrote
limericks as he encouraged his grandchildren to try
and guess and figure out what he had spent quality
time on in buying.
Fred raised his children as a single parent setting
goals and earning his undergraduate, masters and
doctorate degrees from Wayne State and the
University of Michigan. Fred was the tennis and
Athletic Coach at Wayne State where he lead his
tennis teams to 15 division conferences. Fred was
a member of the Wayne State Hall of Fame and
even has tennis courts named at the University in
his honor.
Honor it was, indeed, to care for such a man.
Thank you Celeste and son, Fred Jr., for sharing
your dad with everyone at Crosaires.

The Crosaires Foundation
The Crosaires Foundation would like to
introduce Mr. John Haynes to the board. In
the past, John has served as an ambassador to
Crosaires and when an opening became
available, was eager to become part of the
mission and vision and spread the word even
farther amongst the masses. We truly enjoy
John’s energy and welcome him warmly!
SAVE THE DATES, SAVE THE DATES! With less
than $1,000.00 to raise in order to purchase
our Trishaw Bicycle the foundation has set
two dates for our restaurant fundraisers.

The first date is Sunday, April 23rd from 3-6
p.m. at Ellie’s Country Kitchen. The other
date is later in the summer, Monday, June
19th at Culver’s Restaurant in Okemos.

We would love nothing more than to have you
enjoy a meal out while our foundation earns a
percentage of the proceeds. Any tips go directly to
our foundation and are also greatly appreciated.
Tax deductible donations to the foundation are
always welcome and can be mailed to 5829 Zimmer
Road, Williamston, MI 48895.
On behalf of the board of directors, we thank you
for your continued generosity. Crosaires is so
blessed to be a part of this community!
For more questions about the Crosaires Foundation,
visit the Crosaires’ website at www.crosaires.com
and/or call Todd Walter at 517-898-1715.
Your continued support is so greatly appreciated!

CROSAIRES
An “Aging in Community”
Residence.
5829 Zimmer Road
Williamston, Michigan
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517-655-1455

www.crosaires.com
Email Address:
toddw@crosaires.com

FULL CIRCLE….
Close to 20 years ago, I went to a workshop in the Grand Rapids area on The Eden Alternative, at that time,
a new and progressive culture change approach to caring for elders. As I sat in the audience learning more
about this intriguing philosophy, I actively listened to a woman by the name of Wendi Middleton who
reached my soul both with her passion and desire to change the face of eldercare, on a local, state and
national level.
After the workshop I introduced myself to this fascinating woman and as the old saying goes, the rest is
history! For the past 20 years, Wendi has served as one of my mentors and through the years we have
presented multiple times to large and small organizations on the culture change journey.
Who would have ever imagined that after 20 years of serving the needs of elders on a much broader level
the time has come for Wendy’s mother, Mary to live in a “home” where she will receive top notch care and
multiple opportunities to grow and remain a vital part of community. Guess where Mary is moving to?
You guessed it, CROSAIRES!

By the time this newsletter went to print, Mary had not yet moved into her new “home” but be assured
next month you will be introduced to this wonderful elder.
20 years ago, my soul was touched. Touched to the point that Crosaires was created and now a richer
experience is about to take place, caring for my mentor’s mother!

