Cold Weather Equals
Less Outings…
As the bitter cold
days of winter are
now upon us, we
realize that the
number of outings
may be lessened due
to the overall safety
of the elders. With
that being said, we
hope you will
continue thinking
about bringing your
talent, hobby and or
interest to Crosaires.
If interested contact
Todd Walter at
517-898-1715.
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From the “Desk of Todd”
Greetings everyone and well living here
in Michigan we are always faced with
bitter cold temperatures and mild,
thawing ones too! Overall, I have been
very happy this past winter as I am truly one who enjoys the cold weather and
as a result, have been able to do something I have not been able to do for
many, many years...ICE FISH!
To date I have been blessed to head
out on the ice on several occasions and
each time with friends who truly enjoy
the great outdoors and savor all that it
has to offer. So far this winter has been
one filled with great times and
memories including a special one
watching a good friend pull a five

pound bass through a small hole in the ice.
This magical moment was captured on
video and to date, I have loved watching it
over and over as everyone is joyfully
cheering and laughing! Priceless, truly
priceless. These experiences tie nicely
with the goal I set for myself and for all of
you, a year filled with joy and pleasure not
bitterness towards others. This is the year
of simplicity and celebrating humanity!
Life is different when your life aligns with
your goals.
Each day the elders at Crosaires teach me
the importance of humanity, joy and
pleasure! Good luck in February and
remember to reassess often how you are
doing! Blessings!

TRI-COUNTY BICYCLING ASSOCIATION COLLABORATION BEGINS...
It could not have been a more perfect night for our new Trishaw bicycle to be
introduced to the Tri-County Bicycling Association! Last fall when we first received all
of the positive press, this group picked up on the excitement of our new tool and
wanted to hear more. Hearing more they did and as a result several members are
eager to begin a new collaboration where we can meet and ride together this coming
spring, summer and fall! A wonderful new relationship has begun, one that will
continue allowing the wind to flow through the hair of every elder!

5TH Annual Easter
Egg Hunt Date Set!

“I AM WOMAN, HEAR ME ROAR!”
Oh, yes I am wise

It is hard to believe it is
that time of the year
already but the date
has been set for the
5th Annual Easter Egg
Hunt at Crosaires!
Mark you calendars for
Saturday, March 24th
at 10:00 a.m. as over
2500 plastic Easter
Eggs will be hidden on
our property including
several golden eggs
filled with special
prizes donated by local
businesses!
Each year Crosaires
identifies a community
need with participants
giving a free will
donation with ALL
proceeds going to this
cause. In the March
newsletter this need
will be identified.
As the elders begin to
stuff the eggs this
month, we ask that you
spread the word about
this wonderful
community event!

But its wisdom born of pain
Yes, I’ve paid the price
But look how much I gained.

2nd Annual Women's March. It was
moving to say the least. We keep
marching for the rights of women as we
all know we have made progress, yet
have a long way to go!

The infamous words sung by Helen
Reddy in 1972 sparked a movement
which has spanned decades. On
Sunday, January 21st, staff, family
members, friends and elder, Ziona
Bisno headed down to the state
capitol to join forces with a few
thousand other protestors marching
in solidarity and listening to speeches
from others to commemorate the

WHAT MATTERS MOST?
For almost six years now Crosaires has tried to live up to its lofty mission and vision
and from time to time we receive comments that I feel need to be shared with our
readers. It is true that Crosaires does not have a state of the art fitness center, it is
true that Crosaires does not have a indoor pool, it is true that Crosaires does not have
a chef on staff for five course meals. But what Crosaires does have and illustrates this
to all consumers is our detailed, tailored, person-directed care that is given to each
elder who calls Crosaires , “HOME!” This attribute ranks highest above all of the rest
listed, as you see you can have a chef on staff, a pool to swim in, a fitness center to
work out in but if you do not have help with the essentials such as proper hygiene,
outings, attention and above all, TIME, all the rest does not matter! Case in point, the
other evening Care Partner, Aaron Benninger took the time to assist elder, Ziona Bisno
in making some orange sauce to pour over her dinner. That’s right folks, Aaron
assisted Ziona, he did not do it by himself. This is a regular occurrence with our
delivery of care, what really matters most to you? For me, I know!

“It’s a Good Place But”...
I continue to be blown away by the sheer madness
that continues to this day in the profession of
eldercare. This past January Crosaires went out to
lunch at a local diner and enjoyed the atmosphere
and great food. Our waitress, a very funny and
entertaining woman, quickly learned about
Crosaires and began to share with us that her
mother lives in a “home” near Cadillac. The
waitress went on to further describe the home as a
great place except one area that is strictly
enforced. The area was upon death of an elder
living in this “GREAT” home, ALL personal items
needed to be removed no later than 72 hours of
the passing of the individual! It does not take one
long to equate that 72 hours for most people
would be the actual day of the funeral, the day you
may be burying your mother and or father!
Absolutely ludicrous, disheartening, for a business!

Over six years ago I purposely removed myself
from this model of care, yet when I hear such
sadness about this industry, I am quickly reminded
that for the majority it is just that, a business! It
does not matter that you may have lived in this
residence one, three, five and or seven years, what
matters is the bottom line and we need your
“stuff” out to make room for the next individual
ready and willing to pay for services!
Where is the humanity in such a place? In their
false promises shared in brochures and other
marketing literature. ”Buyers Beware!” There are
so many questions that need to be asked ahead of
time before choosing a new home. Who would
have ever thought one such question would be the
length of time to remove personal belongings after
the death of my mother would be one of them!

The Crosaires Foundation Updates...
The weather still may be cold for a couple
more months but the Crosaires Foundation
has been moving forward with the purchase
of their new trailer and hitch for the Tri Shaw
bicycle. A big thank you again to everyone
who financially donated to our end of the year
capitol campaign and made the purchase of
these two very important items a reality!
I am very proud to say that the Foundation is
stepping up to assist another wonderful
non-profit organization, Making the Turn
Against Parkinson’s by helping to obtain a
raffle license for their very successful golf
outing held each June. By doing so the
Foundation will receive $1,000.00 from the
Making the Turn Against Parkinson’s
organization and have our name printed on

each raffle ticket sold! A win-win for everyone.
The Crosaires Foundation is also gearing up for their
second annual community fundraiser at Ellie’s
Country Kitchen. Mark your calendars for Sunday,
April 15th from 3:00—7:00 p.m. All proceeds will
continue to aide the Foundation in living its mission,
“Honoring elderhood by pursuing the necessary
resources to sustain a culture of well-being, rich in
meaning and purpose!
If you would still desire to make a financial
contribution to the Crosaires Foundation, contact
Todd Walter at 517-898-1715 for more information.
For more questions about the Crosaires Foundation,
visit the Crosaires’ website at www.crosaires.com
and/or call Todd Walter at 517-898-1715.

CROSAIRES
An “Aging in Community”
Residence.
5829 Zimmer Road
Williamston, Michigan
Phone: 517-599-8210
Cell:

517-898-1715

Fax:

517-655-1455

www.crosaires.com
Email Address:
toddw@crosaires.com

LIVING OUR MISSION AND VISION...
There is nothing more gratifying to an owner of a small business when he/she sees that the organization is
fulfilling its mission and vision statements on a consistent basis and are viewed by many others outside of
the organization as doing the same. For the past five years, Crosaires has tried to live up to its lofty mission
statements and are proud to say we strive to do so each and every day. Our mission and vision statements
were founded on strong principles and as one family member recently stated, Crosaires always strives to put
“humanity” first above everything else.
Mission: Where care and community intersect.
Vision: Honoring elderhood by continuously creating a culture of well-being, rich in meaning and purpose.
Each month we continue highlighting a significant event, program and/or life experience which depicted our
mission and vision. Constant awareness builds excitement and when excitement builds, things really begin
to move.
On Monday, January 22nd, our friends from The Stepping Stones Montessori School visited Crosaires and
worked with interested elders in sorting seed packets to aide the Greater Lansing Food Pantry/Garden
Project. This project aims to gather, sort and distribute seeds to local families in need in order for them to
begin to think about gardening and all of its benefits. This was the third year Crosaires has been involved in
such a great community volunteer experience! Photos highlighting this event are printed above.
If you hear and or know of a community volunteering opportunity please call Todd at 517-898-1715.

