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“World Makers” for those who choose to 
work in our unique residence.  Every day 
we have the opportunity to make 
someone’s world and it all starts with 
knowing one’s story.  On Saturday, January 
26th, two Detroit Tiger legends made my 
day as I finally had the extreme privilege of 
meeting Miguel Cabrera and Al Kaline at 
the annual Tigerfest at Comerica Park.  
Some Tiger   enthusiasts never meet these 
Tiger greats, me, it has been a long time.  
To meet them both on the same 
day…..AMAZING!  Needless to say these 
two gentlemen were “World Makers” , as 
they definitely made my world and have 
added two wonderful artifacts to my ex-
tensive collection.  World making, it’s easy 
once you know a story! 

Volunteers Needed! 

How are you doing 
with your new year 

resolutions?  It’s only 
February and not too 

late to make it a    
goal to begin           

volunteering at        
Crosaires?   It takes 

many people to help 
live out our mission 

and vision and          
volunteers are         
essential in this      
journey.  Have a      
special talent,        

hobby or simply      
desire to help others?  

If so, call Todd at                  
517-898-1715  

CROSAIRES CELEBRATES THE 80TH BIRTHDAY 
OF THE WIZARD OF OZ! 

The year was 1939, the movie was The Wizard of Oz!  80 years later this timeless    
classic movie continues to be enjoyed by millions and millions.  To celebrate the 80th 
birthday of the Wizard of Oz, elders, staff and volunteers alike ventured into the cold 
on Sunday, January 27th, over to The Celebration Cinema for a sold out show.  For 
two in attendance, this was their first time and they were blown away!  Yes folks, 
“There Is No Place Like Home!”  Happy Birthday OZ!   

 

Well, who was it that said it was going 
to be a mild winter?  As I sit writing my 
column, it is 5 degrees above zero with 
a high of –2 the next day!  All I can say 
is that I love it and are not joking.  Sure 
it is harder on the elders to go on 
outings, yet we find ourselves quite 
busy indoors as you will see later in the 
newsletter. 

For me, I love the cold weather as I    
enjoy the great outdoors, especially ice 
fishing.  Yes, I have had my share this 
winter and hopefully in the March 
newsletter you will see some of my 
catches as I am headed away on a guys 
weekend the first week in February! 

So 2019 has been marked as the year of    



 

The Power of Meaning 
and Purpose! 

We all yearn for 
meaning and purpose, 
for without it, it is not a 
life worth living!  So 
how do we find 
meaning and purpose?  
Through story telling 
and sharing.  You may 
recall on December 
29th, new elder TC 
Yang moved into 
Crosaires and Care 
Partner, Aaron 
Benninger and his    
step-father, Glenn 
made TC his very own 
raised plant stand to 
grow and tend to 
plants, thus a 
meaningful things in 
this elder’s life.  TC, a 
former botanist and 
professor at MSU, 
loves to have his hands 
in the soil and since 
moving to Crosaires 
has spent countless 
hours with his new 
area!  This is a 
beautiful thing, a very 
beautiful thing.  For 
without meaning and 
purpose our lives are 
filled with boredom.  
Even in the cold winter 
months, this elder is 
not bored! 

 

 

 

  

As the new year began, the elders and 
youth from The Stepping Stones       
Montessori Elementary School gather at 
the school on January 17th to sort seeds 
for the Greater Lansing Food Bank/
Garden Project.  The mission of the    
project is to gather seed packets that  
are often thrown out at local stores by 
the end of the harvest season.  Instead 
of being thrown out, these seeds are    
gathered and sorted finally to be given 
to families in the greater Lansing area 
with the goal that individuals will begin 
to think about eating healthier and grow 
their own gardens.   

Crosaires and Stepping Stones have   

 

Crosaires and Stepping Stones Unite! 

  

 
 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT SING-ALONGS A HIT! 
As the new year began so did a new tradition at Crosaires, Wednesday night sing-a- 
longs with Dave Brown.  Dave, the son of elder Jeanne Brown has been joining the     
elders each Wednesday for dinner and afterwards leading them in a weekly sing-a-
long among many of the old time favorites.  As we enter the second month of this new 
tradition, it has become quite a favorite weekly event.  All elders are involved, some 
like T.C. bringing out his harmonica to add an accompaniment from time to time.  
There was even one night when Dave and elder, T.C. arm wrestled and it was a hoot.  
To view this video on YouTube search “TC Arm Wrestle to Victory!  I am sure you will 
soon agree that these nights are special and another way of illustrating                  
“World Making!”   Thank you Dave Brown, you are appreciated! 

 

 

 

worked on this project in the past and 
continue to do so.  Wow, the synergy 
was alive with this group as elders and 
youth paired up to sort and categorize!  
Another great way to give back to the 
community! 

http://www.google.com/imgres?hl=en&biw=1366&bih=673&tbm=isch&tbnid=JIml1Qp1tf0_1M:&imgrefurl=http://annabelle-candy.com/blog/2011/06/2011-american-cancer-society-relay-for-life/relay-for-life-logo/&docid=L-xV4KbZi2JWtM&imgurl=http://annabelle-candy.com/b


 

  

 

   

The Crosaires Foundation board met in early 

January and are very busy preparing for their            

upcoming spring fundraising event on Sunday, 

March 24th from 4:30-6:30 p.m.   

The board of directors has decided on a      

different route to raise monies this spring, one 

in which a select number of people will be    

invited to a Sunday afternoon silent auction, 

meal and presentation about the story of   

Crosaires.  The board of directors feels there 

are still many people in the community who 

may know the name Crosaires, but really do 

not know and understand the deep relevance  

of this unique elder community.  By selecting 

key individuals, the board hopes to gain new      

interest to further unite and ignite the mission 

and vision of this unique elder community. 

 

KROGER COMMUNITY REWARDS PROGRAM! 

Effective Friday, January 25th, The Crosaires     

Foundation was approved and are now enrolled in 

the Kroger Community Rewards Program.  What 

this means is that YOU now have the opportunity 

to help our Foundation earn “FREE” monies simply 

when you shop at Kroger! 

The Crosaires Foundation strongly encourages you 

to visit the following website,                             

http://www.kroger.com.  Once logged into your 

Kroger account you can search for Crosaires either 

by our name or our NPO (non-profit organization) 

number, NQ318 and the click enroll.  If you are a 

new user you will first need to create a new        

account which requires some basic information, a 

valid email address and a Kroger rewards card. 

Customers, like yourself must have a registered 

Kroger rewards card account in order to link to our  

organization.  If you do not yet have a Kroger      

rewards card, no worries just stop at any Kroger 

grocery store service desk.   

Ahead of time, The Crosaires Foundation says 

thank you for shopping at Kroger and signing up 

for the program to aid our Foundation in their 

fundraising goals.  Questions about the program?  

Do not hesitate to contact Todd Walter at            

517-898-1715 or toddw@crosaires.com    

 

The Crosaires Foundation Update... 

A special thank you to our friends at the Wilson    
Talent Center in Mason as they will be catering the 
meal.   

If you would like to donate an item for our silent 
auction and/or know of someone who might be     
interested, please contact Todd Walter at              
517-898-1715 or toddw@crosaires.com  

For more questions about the Crosaires Foundation, 
visit the Crosaires’ website at www.crosaires.com 
and/or call Todd Walter at 517-898-1715. 

As always, thank you 
for your ongoing    
support, and we look 
forward to seeing you 
around the            
community in 2019! 

 



LIVING OUR MISSION AND VISION, “WORLD MAKERS!” 

There is nothing more gratifying to an owner of a small business when he/she sees that the organization is 

fulfilling its mission and vision statements on a daily basis and are recognized by others for doing so as well. 

For the past six years, Crosaires has tried to live up to its mission statement and are proud to say we strive to 

do so each and every day.  Our mission and vision statements were founded on strong principles and as one 

former family member stated, “Crosaires always strives to put ‘humanity’ first above everything else.” 

Mission:  Where care and community intersect. 

Vision:  Honoring elderhood by continuously creating a culture of well-being, rich in meaning and purpose. 

In 2019 we will continue highlighting a significant event, program and/or life experience which depicts our 

mission and vision.  Constant awareness builds excitement and, when excitement builds, things really begin 

to move. 

As the year of “World Making” continues forward, last month Crosaires learned that elder Vivian Lenz    

absolutely loves Sir Pizza and the Royal Feast selection.  Guess what we surprised her with?  A trip to this 

East Lansing specialty pizza venue!  Let me tell you, the “feast” was delicious! 

lf you hear and/or know of a community volunteering opportunity please call Todd at 517-898-1715.   The 

opportunity to give care, and not only receive it, is essential to human life!   

CROSAIRES 

An “Aging in Community”  

Residence. 

 5829 Zimmer Road 

Williamston, Michigan 

Phone:  517-599-8210 

Cell:      517-898-1715 

Fax:       517-655-1455 

www.crosaires.com 

Email Address:  

toddw@crosaires.com 


