
 

Whew, where did the holiday season go?  To 
be honest, I absolutely love the holiday season 
beginning Thanksgiving weekend through the 
first weekend in January.  Something about 
this time finds me in a better mood, helping to 
spread good cheer amongst others.  After the 
hustle and bustle it is sort of a let down as the 
kids go back to school, the ornaments are 
taken off the tree and the tree thrown out and 
or put downstairs for another 11 months and 
die hard Michiganders now wait this year for 
colder weather to enjoy their winter sports 
and hobbies!  I am a big fan of winter and look 
forward to the days ahead. 

Speaking of days ahead, each year Crosaires 
picks a theme at the annual Christmas party to 
help our “home” keep focused on a certain 
area throughout the upcoming year all while 
aiding our mission and vision.  Thanks to team 

 

 

For the past few months I have been sharing comments from team members when 

asked with so many different career paths and jobs out there for individuals, why they 

chose Crosaires as their place of employment and what their reasons were.  This month, 

here is another comment: 

“Crosaires is a community.  It is a home.  It is a family.  It is encouraging 

how welcoming and accepting the families are of one another.  The 

families not only come to visit their own loved ones, but you can tell they 

are deeply concerned for the other elders of the home as well.  I don’t 

know from experience, but I have to imagine that this is a rare and 

precious gift!” 

  From the “Desk of Todd”   
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member Jon Hunt we are excited to 
announce the 2016 theme, “THIS 
LAND IS YOUR LAND, THIS LAND IS 
MY LAND!” 

Beginning this month, Crosaires will 
be meeting with an on site farmer 
who will rent space on our land and 
work with the elders over the next 
year and beyond to get their hands 
back in the dirt, find ways to give 
back to the community, foster     
meaningful relationships and create 
space and opportunities to teach and 
learn from others about food in     
general.   

We are very excited about the possi-
bilities with this new venture so be 
looking for updates as we “plow”   
forward.  Happy New Year!!!!   

Welcome  

Monica Haller! 

Crosaires would like 
to welcome new 

Care Partner to the 
Crosaires “family”, 

Monica Haller. 

Monica is a senior 
at Williamston High 

School who, after 
high school, plans to 
attend college and 
pursue a degree in                

dermatology or 
sleep disorders. 



A Welcomed Gift! 

Last month at our 

annual Christmas 

party, the staff 

purchased a gift 

for Crosaires, a 

beautiful set of 

large, deep toned 

wind chimes to be 

placed  proudly 

on the property.  

The chimes have 

been hung with 

everyone 

beginning to enjoy 

their beauty and 

sound and also 

each time we hear 

them 

remembering  

elders who are no 

longer with us.  A 

beautiful gift 

indeed! 

 

 

 

  

 

 

WELCOME STUDENT INTERN, RACHEL SMITH! 

  

 
 

Annual Christmas Party A Huge Success! 

The afternoon of Sunday, December 13th was not filled with snow on the ground but     

this did not stop close to 55 people in attendance from having a grand time at our         

annual Christmas party at the Williamstown Township Hall.  Thanks again to the            

Capital Area Career Center Culinary students who provided the scrumptious meal,       

Santa Claus for making a special appearance and to other musical entertainment to    

make the event merry and bright!  A grand time indeed!!!  

 

 

 

working on an Interdisciplinary Health     

Services degree and this is where I              

discovered my minor in gerontology.  The 

more I learn about gerontology the more I 

love it!  My husband is now in graduate 

school at MSU majoring in Food Science.  

We are members of the Church of Jesus 

Christ of Latter-Day Saints.  While our faith 

and school are major parts of our lives, we 

love to snowboard, play with our dog,     

Pepper and watch Spartan football.  I can’t 

wait to begin my internship and get to 

know everyone in the Crosaires “family!”  

My name is Rachel Smith, and I am so 

excited to be joining the Crosaires 

team!  I am a born and raised         

Michigander.  I grew up in Lansing 

and have always loved everything 

about Michigan.  My summers were 

spent having fun with my grandpar-

ents in Northern Michigan.  My   

mother passed away three years ago 

and cherish the time I had with her 

and my grandparents.  While in     

Lansing, I met and married a Spartan.  

I attend Western Michigan and am 

http://www.google.com/imgres?hl=en&biw=1366&bih=673&tbm=isch&tbnid=JIml1Qp1tf0_1M:&imgrefurl=http://annabelle-candy.com/blog/2011/06/2011-american-cancer-society-relay-for-life/relay-for-life-logo/&docid=L-xV4KbZi2JWtM&imgurl=http://annabelle-candy.com/b


 

  

 

   

As the 2015 end of the year capital campaign 

drew to a close the Crosaires Foundation had 

raised $1,550.00 towards its $6,000.00 goal.   

The board of directors would like to say thank 

you to each individual who graciously           

contributed towards our first capital           

campaign.  Please be assured that even 

though we did not raise the necessary monies 

to purchase our new Trishaw bicycle we will 

continue raising the necessary funds to make 

this bicycle a reality. 

As has been stated in previous newsletters, 

the Crosaires Foundation, in collaboration 

with the Meridian Township Senior Center, 

will be bringing international Celtic harpist 

and    

 

Lee Reimann….Willingham and Cote’, P.C. 

Again this month Crosaires welcomes back guest 
writer Michael Stephenson from the Willingham 
and Cote’, P.C. Law Firm. 

Recently Michael published an article entitled, 
“Don’t Inadvertently Choose Death”, the              
importance of proper documentation in hospital 
admissions.  This month we continue further with 
this valuable article.  This article began in October 
so refer back to recent issues for continuity. 

After the event, it was clear that there was a mis-
understanding between advance directives and 
being a DNR patient.  Although my mother had ad-
vanced directives, she certainly did not want to be 
a DNR.  The mistake was almost fatal.   

Although everyone should have a medical power 
of attorney and advanced directives, it is not 
enough to simply download them from the          
internet.  You need documents tailored to your 
wishes and, most importantly you need to   

discuss what they mean with your family before 
anyone is ill or admitted to the hospital.  You need 
to understand what the hospital “codes” mean 
and before you agree to a “code” level in the    
hospital, make sure you understand what you are      
giving up.  While an attorney can certainly draft 
the tailored legal documents, the right attorney 
can also help guide the family discussions and 
help everyone understand what the documents 
truly mean.  After all, lawyers are both attorneys 
and “counselors.” 

For my family and me, we avoided a terrible     
mistake, and we will enjoy my mother’s company 
for years to come.  Now is the time to review your 
own wishes and documents with your family and 
get a clear understanding of what those legal   
documents and words actually mean because, in a 
moment of crisis, a misunderstanding can be     
truly fatal. 

 

Crosaires Foundation Capital Campaign Updates... 

storyteller, Patrick Ball to Michigan for two concerts  

with an evening performance on May 14th at the         

Chippewa Middle School in Okemos and a Sunday, 

May 15th, 2:00 p.m. matinee at the McGoff           

Auditorium in Williamston. 

The special events committee held its first meeting 

in late November and by next month will have much 

more information available, including how you can 

help sponsor our event.  Thank you to our first     

corporate sponsor, Steve Berg from Farm Bureau 

Insurance. 

For additional information on Patrick Ball go to his 

website at http://www.patrickball.com/.   

The Foundation’s Mission is: Honoring elderhood by 

pursuing the necessary resources to sustain a       

culture of well-being, rich in meaning and purpose. 
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WIND CHIMES by Andrew Blakesmore 

As sun rose in the early dawn    As shadows started falling 

And skies were lit in gold,    On the dark deserted ground 

I saw the clouds go passing by   I heard a gentle ringing then 

And watched my dreams unfold,   So beautiful the sound, 

For as the morning breeze did blow   For as the evening breeze did blow 

It softly spoke to me     And glowing sun did set, 

The wind chime played the sweetest song  The wind chime played the sweetest song 

A graceful melody.     I never shall forget. 

  

I rested in the leafy shade    I watched the fading afterglow 

Whilst there I thought of you,   That slowly slipped away, 

I closed my eyes and there I wished   Beneath the dark horizon far 

That you were with me too    To close another day 

And as the noontime breeze did blow  And as the twilight breeze did blow 

Across the summer sky,     And stars did shine above, 

The wind chime played the sweetest song  The wind chime played the sweetest song 

That through the air did fly.    The sweetest song of love. 


