Holiday Traditions…
In recognizing that
traditions are an
important part of our
life stories, this past
holiday December
elders, staff and
family members
participated in the
making of homemade
popcorn balls,
favorite Christmas
cookies and the
traditional Jewish
potato pancake,
Latkes. Oh, yes, the
hustle and bustle was
alive in the kitchen at
Crosaires and for that
we are grateful!
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From the “Desk of Todd”
Tic toc, tick toc….5, 4, 3, 2, 1, HAPPY NEW
YEAR!! 2017, a new year has begun. A time
for many folks to sit alone and reflect on the
past year and plan for the next. This year
marks a milestone my life journey as I turn 50
years old. For many this year would be filled
with possible negative connotations, but not
for me. I am thrilled to be starting a new
decade in my life and yes, true my physical
body is not the same as it was in the previous
decades, I have come to learn and accept “It is
what it is!” For Christmas I received a new
ZUMBA dvd and from the moment I opened
and placed it in the player, I was hooked! As a
matter of fact I received some gift cards for
Christmas and immediately went out to a local
store and purchased a whole set of these

exhilarating, fun and stimulating
exercise routines. As the new year
begins I thought it was a time for a
change in my every day exercise
routine and what better way to match
my personality with a new exercise
plan. I love to dance, and now can find
a new way to do so as well as keep my
body healthy! I am so looking
forward to the 2017 as I also make my
first trip with my brother Kevin to
Lakeland, Florida to watch my beloved
Detroit Tigers during Spring Training.
Gosh, two things already exciting me
about the new year! I hope 2017 is just
as enjoyable for you. Start today on a
positive note, deep breath and enjoy!!

ANGELS EVERYWHERE…
This past December Crosaires started yet another new tradition by the introduction
of a pair of metal angel wings which were purchased by team member, Darla
Weismiller and unveiled at the Christmas party. The idea was to purchase angel wings
for each elder who had passed away while living at Crosaires and strategically hang
them on trees throughout the property. The first set of wings were purchased in
memory of Lois McCorvie who passed away on October 18th and have been proudly
displayed in an area where Lois often visited and enjoyed such beauty. Small plaques
will be purchased as well which will have each individual elders name, the year they
were born and died. A powerful visual which helps us to simply…..REMEMBER!

“LIFE BEGAN, NOVEMBER 10, 2016.”
“STUMP JEANNE”
Ok, so we realize it is
still new to all of you
but last month we
asked our readers to
send elder, Jeanne
Brown a question and
to see if she was able
to come back with an
answer.
Crosaires knows in
today’s world this may
be easily accomplished
by you the reader, but
why not engage an
elder who has the time
and desire to do so?
Your questions can be
sent through a private
message on the
Crosaires Facebook
page or via email at

toddw@crosaires.com
Providing such an
opportunity for Jeanne
is another way to
engage her with our
mission and vision!

Keep Jeanne engaged,
not “Alexa!”

Each year at the annual Christmas
party, an elder who is celebrating
his/her first Christmas with Crosaires
receives an ornament bulb to hang
on the tree. The bulb is no ordinary
bulb, but rather a priceless object
filled with meaning and purpose, thus
matching the vision of the
organization. This is a beautiful
tradition as new bulbs are added each
year as well as a time for all to reflect
on those ornaments hung from
elders who are no longer with us.
These bulbs, when hung, create
wonderful memories and stories of

the past. This year elder Ziona Bisno
received her ornament which read, “Never
pass up a good garage sale!” As a lover of
good deals, the look on Ziona’s face when
Santa gave her this gift was truly priceless.
A few days later when I asked Ziona if she
was ready to hang her new gift on the tree,
she informed me it already was. Hung
high, near the angel, with the inscription
written on it with permanent marker, “Life
Began, November 10, 2016, Ziona.”
Individual recognition, meaning and
purpose equates to…..LOVE!

DO YOU LOVE TO GARDEN?
This coming April, Crosaires will be celebrating five years as a part of the Williamston.
community, a milestone we are very, very proud of. Over the course of the last five
years, there has been two things that have never waivered, our mission and vision
statements. As our mission statement proudly states, “Where Care and Community
Intersect”, and Vision Statement proclaims, “Honoring Elderhood by continuously
creating a culture of well-being, rich in meaning and purpose”. This coming spring,
and summer we would like to identify individuals, groups and/or families to “adopt” a
flower garden space on our property and assist an elder in maintaining these areas so
that the true beauty can be enjoyed all season long and not overshadowed by the
growth of weeds, etc. As the phrase states, “many hands make light work”, this would
be a wonderful way to incorporate more of you into our lives! We know we cannot do
it alone and are not afraid to ask for help. Are you setting goals for the new year?
If so, maybe this is the opportunity you have been waiting for. Call owner, Todd Walter
at 517-898-1715 for more information and/or to explore this volunteer opportunity in
which all will benefit. An hour a week can add a lifetime of memories!

Crosaires Annual Christmas Party a Success!
The annual Christmas party for all staff, elders and
family members was held on Sunday, December 11th
at the Williamstown Township Hall and along with the
snowy, blizzard like weather, musical entertainment
provided by Kim Huston and Richard Ledebuhr, and of
course the visit from the jolly one himself, Santa, the
afternoon was beautiful!
This time of the year always is joyous as Santa
provides the elders and children of the staff with
meaningful gifts. For the staff, a little extra holiday
bonus is also offered. A time for laughter, memories
and saying THANKS!
One family member proudly stated at the end of the
party that Crosaires always finds a way to go above the
call of duty. As I simply said thank you, I reminded him
that it is simple when you know your cause, mission
and vision.

The Crosaires Foundation
On behalf of the Crosaires Foundation and the
entire board of directors, we wanted to say
thank you to all of you who financially
donated to our end of the year capitol
campaign!
With a goal of reaching $3,842.00 to purchase
the new Trishaw bicycle, we ended the year
with receiving $2,915.00! The new Trishaw
bicycle will allow an able bodied person to
drive and steer a bicycle with a person also
aboard who no longer has the capabilities of
completing such a task.

With now less than $1,000.00 to raise, the
board of directors will be meeting to schedule
dates at local restaurants for our additional
fundraiser opportunities. Be looking for more

information in the near future how you can enjoy a
meal out and help us raise the necessary funds for
the Trishaw bicycle.
Your tax deductible donations to the foundation are
always welcome and can be mailed to 5829 Zimmer
Road, Williamston, MI 48895.
On behalf of the board of directors, we thank you
for your continued generosity. Crosaires is so
blessed to be a part of this community!
For more questions about the Crosaires Foundation,
visit the Crosaires website at www.crosaires.com
and/or call Todd Walter at 517-898-1715.
Your continued support is so greatly appreciated!
We look forward to having the new bike purchased
in 2017, please continue to help us with this goal!
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FINDING A WAY TO HELP….
As the year 2017 is now upon us, maybe you are beginning to think about what you would like to
accomplish in the year ahead. At Crosaires we hope you consider taking a small amount of your time and
talents and share them with the elders. This is especially important during the cold winter months, as the
weather is unpredictable, thus finding us at home possibly more than we will be out in the community.
The most important thing in an older adult’s life when they reach 80+ is the relationships that they develop
with other human beings. Simply visiting and sharing in conversation over a favorite cup of tea, coffee
and/or cocoa can be meaningful to both parties.
Maybe you have a unique talent, hobby, and/or collection that you would love to share with others; we are
always open to visitors.
Crosaires is always looking for interested individuals to help us when we do go on our outings. Having an
extra pair of hands to assist the elders to a concert, out to eat and/or some other meaningful outing is so
greatly needed and appreciated. So, if you are the type of person who enjoys socializing and being in the
community, we could use your assistance. Please also know if you help, your costs are covered. For more
information on our needs, please call owner, Todd Walter at 517-898-1715 and/or send him an email at
toddw@crosaires.com

