Cold Weather Equals
Less Outings…
As the bitter cold
days of winter are
now upon us, we
realize that the
number of outings
may be lessened due
to the overall safety
of the elders. With
that being said, we
hope you will begin
your new year by
possibly thinking
about bringing your
talent, hobby and or
interest to Crosaires.
If interested contact
Todd Walter at
517-898-1715.
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From the “Desk of Todd”
The presents have all been opened, the
trees and decorations possibly put
away and people are returning to their
normal routines. This year I hope that
you find a way NOT to return to your
normal routines, that is unless you have
already found a way to be kind to every
person you meet. Years ago the iconic
Burl Ives left us with the words, to “Say
hello to friends you know and everyone
you meet!” I think he meant all year?
Now that the holiday season is behind
us, let’s all practice saying hello and
being kind more often through the
acceptance of different races, religions,
sexual orientations, etc.
This past year I witnessed so many

examples of hatred on a local, state,
national and international level. Being
kind does not cost a cent and must begin
with each of us. There is much healing left
to do in this world, yet I do believe one
person can unite a fire.
Not only saying hello and being kinder
more often but what about stepping up on
your game and volunteer with an
organization where you can really make a
difference in the lives of an individual, and
or better yet, a group of people.
Best of luck this year as you work on this
simple, yet daunting task. Next year at
this time what story will you have to share
with others, one of bitterness or one of
love and kindness. Happy New Year!

CROSAIRES CHRISTMAS PARTY A HIT!!
The annual Crosaires Christmas party is one of my favorite events of the year and for
so many reasons. This annual experience is directly tied to the mission and vision of
the organization and Santa Claus begins his shopping sometimes during the summer
months, actively searching for the perfect, meaningful gift for the elders. It is such a
delight when Santa arrives and begins to pass the presents out to the young and old
alike. I always stand back to witness the expressions of the faces of everyone when
the package is opened, I have never been disappointed! What a great event bringing
everyone together for great food, fellowship and surprises!

2018 RESOLUTION?
Hard to believe that we
are already at 2018,
seems like just
yesterday it was the
Y2K!
Each year many folks
make new year’s
resolutions and we
hope this year you may
consider Crosaires as a
place of employment.
You see what we do
and how we live each
day with the elders,
why not work part
time, earn some extra
monies and best,
engage and be a part of
something magical!
Crosaires is always
looking for individuals
who are eager to live
out our mission and
vision and help spread
the word among the
masses about who we
are!
Sound like something
you might consider in
the new year? If the
thought moves you to
action, contact Todd
Walter at
517-898-1715 and or
send him a email at
toddw@crosaires.com

Trishaw Bike Debut...
The weather could not have been
better on Saturday, December 2nd as
the annual Williamston Light Parade
drew hundreds of spectators to see
the many colorful floats and of
course, the jolly one himself. This
year Crosaires decided to enter our
new Trishaw bicycle in the parade
and we are so glad we did. It was a
very fitting opportunity to take the
bike for one final ride this season
before tucking it away safely in the
barn on Zimmer Road.

this worthwhile event, bringing great
exposure to Crosaires and of course, our
new prized possession.

Thank you to the staff, family members and elders who participated in

DECEMBER WAS A BUSY, FUN MONTH!
Wow, as December drew to a close, I looked back at all of the photos that were taken
and realized just how many experiences the elders and staff participated in! What a
fun filled month and as 2018 begins, we look forward to what lies ahead as we are
always eager to go and explore.

“MORE NONSENSE!”
As I read Todd’s article, Five Years Late, “Will This
Nonsense Ever Stop?” in the December newsletter,
I felt compelled to share my recent experience
with the medical model nonsense!
In early October my mom, Dee, was hospitalized
with a broken wrist from a fall. It was determined
that she needed surgery. My immediate question
to every medical professional with whom I spoke
was, what can you tell me regarding my concerns
about the impact of anesthesia on my Mom’s
compromised cognition? “Don’t worry about that”
was the reply, over and over. The morning after
surgery I arrived at the hospital to find someone
who was not the mother I know. Without going
into detail, let me just say that it was bad. First I
was told that security would be called to restrain
her while they sedated her for discharge. I put a
quick stop to that! Throughout the day she

gradually got a little bit better, but her discharge
that day was still in question. While awaiting that
decision, I received a call on my cell phone from
the attending physician, a doctor I had not met.
The doctor proceeded to tell me that a decision
had been made for my Mom to be transferred
permanently to a locked unit in a nursing home
and that they were looking for an opening and to
expect this to happen imminently. I said, “NO! My
mother has a “home” and she is going back there.
The doctor replied, “they can’t take care of her
safely anymore, she can’t go back there.”
With the help and support of Todd we did get
Mom out of the hospital that evening and back to
Crosaires. There is much education to be done
and encourage all family members to ask
questions and above all….ADVOCATE!!

The Crosaires Foundation Updates...
On behalf of the entire board of directors, we
would like to say thank you to everyone who
very generously donated to our year end
capitol campaign. By December 31st the
Crosaires Foundation had raised $2,900.00 in
gifts and we are very happy to announce that
we now have enough monies to be able to
purchase a new trailer and hitch for our
Trishaw bicycle!

Horizons. The board of directors will meet again in
January and at that time begin to map out the
fundraising efforts for 2018. Most likely we will be
back at Ellie’s Country Place Restaurant later in the
spring. Be looking for more information next
month.

It was great seeing so many familiar faces in
the 2017 Williamston Light Parade on
Saturday, December 2nd and for many this
was their first time actually seeing this
fantastic new bike in action!

Crosaires is so blessed to be a part of this
community! Happy Holidays to each of you!

With your generous gifts, our new bike will
now be able to be transported to so many

If you would still desire to make a financial
contribution to the Crosaires Foundation, contact
Todd Walter at 517-898-1715 for more information.

For more questions about the Crosaires Foundation,
visit the Crosaires’ website at www.crosaires.com
and/or call Todd Walter at 517-898-1715.
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LIVING OUR MISSION AND VISION...
There is nothing more gratifying to an owner of a small business when he/she sees that the organization is
fulfilling its mission and vision statements on a consistent basis and are viewed by many others outside of
the organization as doing the same. For the past five years, Crosaires has tried to live up to its lofty mission
statements and are proud to say we strive to do so each and every day. Our mission and vision statements
were founded on strong principles and as one family member recently stated, Crosaires always strives to put
“humanity” first above everything else.
Mission: Where care and community intersect.
Vision: Honoring elderhood by continuously creating a culture of well-being, rich in meaning and purpose.
Last fall we began highlighting a significant event, program and/or life experience which depicted our
mission and vision. Constant awareness builds excitement and when excitement builds, things really begin
to move.
On Monday, December 11th, Crosaires signed up to serve dinner to the MSU students/parishioners of the St.
Thomas Aquinas Catholic Church during their final exam week. Upon our arrival we quickly learned that the
dining room was not set up adequately for the elders to physically serve food to the students so we made
lemonade out of lemons. We were asked to sit amongst the students, engage and provide positive thoughts
to them during their upcoming exams. One elder, and world traveler, Ziona Bisno had the time of her life as
after hearing what each student was studying at MSU, she quickly provided a life story and or connection
for the students for potential opportunities on a global level. Ahh, the wisdom of elders is truly amazing!!!

