Volunteers Needed!
For many, as the new
year arrives we often
set New Year’s
Resolutions. This
year why not make it
a resolution to begin
volunteering at
Crosaires? It takes
many people to help
live out our mission
and vision and
volunteers are
essential in this
journey. Have a
special talent,
hobby or simply
desire to help others?
If so, call Todd at
517-898-1715
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From the “Desk of Todd”
Happy New Year! Wow, 2019 already,
so hard to believe we are here already.
As a traditionalist when it comes to
holiday traditions and customs, another
green Christmas found me a little
disappointed again this year. Let it
snow, let it snow, let it snow!

Christmas season at such great lengths as
my daughter, Natalia will be graduating
from Grand Valley State University in April
and afterwards, begin a new journey in her
film and video career!

As I look forward to 2019, I am making a
commitment to simplifying my life more,
I did though have a wonderful
reducing the amount of time on social
Christmas as this year the fun began on media and listening to more podcasts
the 16th of December with the annual relating to positive subject matters. As our
Crosaires Christmas party, then
troubled country and world continues to
spreading out the family events all the struggle, I can only control how I react to
way through December 30th. It was
the countless acts of negativity by creating
great having both my children home
positive experiences!
from college this past month and know Remaining positive and creating positive
in my heart this possibly could be the
acts of random kindness will continue to be
last time our family celebrates the
my emphasis in 2019. Happy New Year !

WELCOME TENG CHIN “T.C.” YANG!
On Saturday, December 29th Crosaires welcomed new elder, Mr. Teng Chin, “T.C.”
Yang. Born and raised in Taiwan, T.C. he earned an undergraduate degree and later
chose to further his education by pursuing a doctorate degree in Plant Biology from
Michigan State University. As a scientist, T.C., has, and continues to, enjoy working in
the soil and other gardening projects. As a welcome gift, team member Aaron
Benninger, along with the help of his step-father Glenn made T.C. his very own
gardening center with grow lights, etc. Welcome T.C. We look forward to helping you
continue to “grow” as well!

The Power of Meaning
and Purpose!
“At the Crosaires
Holiday Party, mom
received a snow globe
from Santa, who told
her he chose this gift
for her because he
knew she has the spirit
of Christmas in her
heart. Mom didn’t
really know where she
was or why she was
there, but this touched
her deeply. She provide
magical Christmas’s for
us for many years. Her
mind is not the same
but her heart is!”
The above information
was written by Dee’s
daughter, Sara Aikman
and posted on her
personal Facebook
page on
December 31st.
A photo is truly worth a
thousand words!

ANNUAL CHRISTMAS PARTY A SUCCESS!
Always a highlight of the year, on
Sunday, December 16th, Crosaires held
its annual Christmas party for the elders,
their family members and staff. A
special thank you to my neighbor Jim
Conry for portraying Santa Claus and to
chef Corbett Day and the culinary
students from the Wilson Talent Center
Mason as they catered a wonderful meal
for everyone in attendance.
There is a lot of planning and preparation that goes into making sure this

event is enjoyed by all. Meaningful gift
giving and sharing is always a highlight of
this party and this year was no
exception.
Also it is a custom for any new elder
celebrating their first Christmas with
Crosaires to receive a meaningful
ornament to hang on the tree at their
new home. This year three elders
received their ornament and all were in
awe of their selection.

in

Photos from the party are on the last
page of the newsletter!

CHRISTMAS FESTIVITIES GALORE!
It always seems there is plenty of holiday experiences to take in during the Christmas
season and Crosaires did their very best to ensure the elders had an array of outings
and memories including the following; a trip to the MSU Horticulture Christmas open
house, St. Thomas Aquinas Messiah concert, visiting Santa Claus and other decorations
at Meridian Mall, catching a couple movies such as Mary Poppins Returns and The
Grinch. Whew, between the parties and other in-home events taking place, we would
say it was a very busy month for sure!

2019, THE YEAR OF “WORLD MAKERS!”
As the visionary behind the mission an vision of
Crosaires, each year I set forth new challenges and
goals for every Care Partner who has chosen this
unique home as a place of employment.
You see with our strong mission and vision
statements, it has always been the goal that all
staff not only memorize these two statements but
begin to really understand the deep meaning and
importance of knowing that it takes everyone to
ensure they are reached on a daily consistent
basis.
At the annual Christmas party the new theme for
2019 was unveiled and discussed. 2019 is the year
of the “WORLD MAKER!” Years back I heard of this
term through one of my mentors, Dr. William
Thomas, founder of the culture change movement,
The Eden Alternative. What I clearly remember

taking away from the conference where I heard Dr.
Thomas speak was that every day individuals working with older adults have the opportunity to make
their world and this begins by truly knowing them
as an individual, knowing their story and acting
upon it.
Since our beginning in April of 2012 the emphasis
of story telling, learning and sharing has always
been pivotal but this year Crosaires is using the
words “World Maker” to help strengthen our
vision and mission statements.
Beginning this month, it is the goal you will read
about how a staff and/or staff members every
month help make the world for those who call
Crosaires , “HOME!

The Crosaires Foundation Update...
On behalf of the board of directors, The
Crosaires Foundation would like to thank all of
those individuals who graciously provided a
financial gift towards our end of the year
capitol campaign. By the last day of the year a
total of $3,905.00 was raised! Your financial
gifts will go towards two capitol projects to
date; paying off the Kohler whirlpool bathtub
purchased last January and working towards
the creating and paving of nature trails on the
property of Crosaires.
The board of directors will be meeting in early
January to begin working on a special event
they will be planning for March/April. The
event will be focused on identifying key
individuals who will be invited to a special

catered dinner to hear the in depth story of the
history of Crosaires, its vision and mission and the
overall impact on the community. It is from this
dinner we hope to not only share the story but
enlighten others to be involved both on a personal
and financial basis. More to come in the February
newsletter.
For more questions about the Crosaires Foundation,
visit the Crosaires’ website at www.crosaires.com
and/or call Todd Walter at 517-898-1715.
As always, thank you for your ongoing support, and
we look forward to
seeing you around the
community in 2019!
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LIVING OUR MISSION AND VISION, “WORLD MAKERS!”
There is nothing more gratifying to an owner of a small business when he/she sees that the organization is
fulfilling its mission and vision statements on a daily basis and are recognized by others for doing so as well.
For the past six years, Crosaires has tried to live up to its mission statement and are proud to say we strive to
do so each and every day. Our mission and vision statements were founded on strong principles and as one
former family member stated, “Crosaires always strives to put ‘humanity’ first above everything else.”
Mission: Where care and community intersect.
Vision: Honoring elderhood by continuously creating a culture of well-being, rich in meaning and purpose.
In 2019 we will continue highlighting a significant event, program and/or life experience which depicts our
mission and vision. Constant awareness builds excitement and, when excitement builds, things really begin
to move.
This month Crosaires is highlighting “World Maker”, Aaron Benninger! As you read earlier in this
newsletter, late last year to assist new elder, “T.C.” Yang in adjusting to his new home, Aaron and his
stepfather, Glenn made a handmade plant stand/garden center to grow and care for those items most
important to “T.C.” An absolute wonderful way to welcome this new elder make his emotional journey a
little better! Well done, well done!
lf you hear and/or know of a community volunteering opportunity please call Todd at 517-898-1715. The
opportunity to give care, and not only receive it, is essential to human life!

