“Pomp and
Circumstance!”
Congratulations team
member Monica
Haller who recently
graduated from
Williamston High
School and is headed
to GVSU in August.
In following our
tradition at Crosaires,
we celebrated this
milestone event with
cap, gown, music and
words of wisdom
shared by the elders!

CROSAIRES
“Where Care and Community Intersect”
J U L Y

From the “Desk of Todd”
As I am writing my column, it is the summer
relaxing in the cool breeze and or
solstice and it is warm and definitely summer- enjoying a home cooked meal! My
like.
heart swells each time I see this new
After taking a month off due to a recent trip to area enjoyed on a daily occurrence.
Germany, I find myself already embracing the
culture of a wonderful summer; one filled with
a sense of relaxation, attending outdoor
summer concerts, picking strawberries,
making homemade ice cream treats, etc.
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Over the past month, Crosaires added a new,
large deck to the back part of the house. This
new edition has added three times the size of
space, which means everyone, and I mean
everyone, has remarked just how beautiful
this new area is. Any given day Crosaires can
now find an elder or two sipping a cool drink,

Last year we added so many new
perennial garden areas to our
property and this spring and early
summer it has been wonderful to see
the new colors evolving. The property
has created so many wonderful seating
areas for everyone to enjoy alone to
read a book, knit or simply…. “be.”
I hope you take the time this summer
to enjoy time with your family and
friends. Happy Independence Day!

Crosaires is the “People’s Choice!”
Congratulations again this year to Crosaires as we received word from the Lansing
State Journal in late May that we had again been chosen by the public as the 2016
“People’s Choice Award” Winner for the area’s best “assisted living” residence.
Thank you everyone who voted for us and continue to spread our mission and vision.
We could not exist without all of you!!

Strawberry Season!
Our trip to the Felzke
Strawberry Farm in
DeWitt could not
have turned out
better on Tuesday,
June 21st. Special
thanks to Mrs. Felzke
who took some
unplanned time to
meet with us and
share the rich history
of their family farm!
Since our travels we
have enjoyed
homemade
shortcakes and made
several batches of
strawberry jam, a
favorite of many!

Congratulations Jon Hunt!!
What a wonderful surprise for team
member Jon Hunt as he was awarded
the 2016 Spirit of Service Award at
the annual MALA (Michigan Assisted
Living Association) state-wide
conference in Lansing on Tuesday,
May 10th.

Conference in front of a crowd of over 400
people. The best part was that Crosaires
surprised Jon by inviting the elders to
participate in this special event! A
wonderful memory for everyone!

Jon was nominated for this award
back in early March and Crosaires
received word in late April that Jon
was chosen as one of the recipients of
this prestigious award! What a thrill
for Crosaires and Jon as he was given
recognition during lunch at the

This Land is Your Land, This Land is My Land!
Well farmer Paul Hickner has been hard at work over the past few months and the
elders have enjoyed seeing and talking about the large plot of potatoes and other
vegetable plants Paul has been overseeing. It has become a regular occurrence to see
Paul outdoors throwing straw on the potato plants, watering the crops and or simply
walking the grounds enjoying the sights of growth and progress. This new partnership
has proven very worthwhile and even though no one this year took Paul’s invitation to
oversee a row or two, it is the goal that this project will continue to grow in year
number two and more community members will become involved. In the meantime,
the elders and staff are gearing up for a very good crop of varieties of potatoes!!

IT’S A WRAP!!
The Crosaires Foundation and Meridian Senior
Center wanted to thank everyone who either sponsored and or attended the Patrick Ball-Celtic Harp/
Spoken Word Concerts this past May!

Farm Bureau Insurance-Steve Berg
Grace Hospice, Todd and Brenda Gardner
Inghamtoday.com, Barrett’s Clothing Store

For those who attended the concerts, the
comments were very favorable and everyone
thoroughly enjoyed not only the magical sound of
the Celtic Harp but also the wonderful, entertaining stories of Patrick Ball himself!

Lansingmade.com, Terry and Shirley Walter

The Crosaires Foundation and Meridian Senior
Center raised over $2,200.00. With each dollar
raised, the Crosaires Foundation is one step closer
to purchasing the Trishaw bicycle and paving some
of the nature trails on its property.

Hospice of Lansing,

This month as we wrap up this chapter in our
history, we again say thank you to all of you who
helped make the concerts successful; especially all
of our sponsors.

Willingham and Cote’, Crosaires,
Haynes Financial,
Jameison Allen Insurance,

Richard Baldwin-Buttonwood Press,
Comfort Inn of Okemos,
Fred Mulhauser,
Seniors Helping Seniors,
Gilbert and Blakes,
Ray Lemmen-Abraham and Gaffney,
Wealth Management Partners.

Collaborations Keep a Comin’….
In early May, Crosaires received an email from
Sue Brook, owner of M&MS Farms in
Williamston. Sue heard of Crosaires through
the Chamber of Commerce and as she stated,
“was following us on Facebook” and enjoying
what she was reading. Through the mission
and vision of the M&MS, Sue knew in her
heart that a collaborative effort between
Crosaires and her farm would be very
beneficial for everyone involved.
After a couple of meetings between Sue and
Crosaires, the new partnership officially began
on Tuesday, June 28th as the elders visited
M&MS Farms .
As the old saying goes, a photo is worth a
thousand words. You be the judge.

In early July, Sue and her therapeutic companions
will visit Crosaires for the first time believing this
will be a wonderful beginning to a wonderful
relationship! Visit Sue and her mission at:
www.mmsfarms.com
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LIVING THE MISSION….
Recently I received an email from a woman who attended the annual MALA (Michigan Assisted Living
Association) conference this past May. While at the conference , this particular individual chose to
attend the break out session that team member, Jon Hunt and I presented on….”Living Your Mission!”
I have always been a firm believer that doing the right thing will always move you forward in your
journey and many, many doors will continue to open for your success. Here is another example that was
shared in this email….
“I had the pleasure of sitting in on your training at the MALA conference and have been inspired ever
since. The exercise you started with really resonated with me (and what I felt was lacking in the
organization I work for). I couldn’t wait to get back to my office and review this with my boss. We
have had a lot of changes and challenges at my organization and going back to the roots of something
as simple (yet powerful) as our mission statement is something I would love to see our staff to start
living and breathing again.
It is quite remarkable what you have done to assist seniors in having such an amazing quality of life..
Thank you!!!” (Note: NO…...THANK YOU!!!

