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As many of you are aware, I am a                
consummate Detroit Tiger fan, following 
them daily, going to several games, adding 
to my rather extensive memorabilia          
collection, etc.  I am really excited for later 
this month as Crosaires is treating the staff 
to a Tiger Game on June 25th.  Many of the 
staff are avid fans and have never been to 
Comerica Park so I am excited to share my 
continued love of this sport with others.    
We all are looking forward this wonderful, 
staff bonding experience later this month! 

So even though summer does not officially 
begin until June 21st, we are well 
on our way with our plans!  Enjoy 
the month ahead, we sure will!   

Weed Lovers      
Needed! 

 The grounds at         
Crosaires are          

alive with our annual 
and perennial        

gardens.  There is a 
lot to keep up with, 

so this month, we are     
seeking volunteers to 
adopt a certain area 
of our property and 

help us keep the 
weeds at bay so we 
can truly enjoy the 
flowers in their full 
glory.  Interested in 

helping? Please     
contact Todd at      
517-898-1715.  

STELLA HAS ARRIVED! 
After several months of searching for the right companion for Crosaires, our search 
ended on Friday, May 18th as we officially adopted Miss Stella from the Livingston 
County Humane Society!  Stella, is a nine year old Puggle who was brought to the   
humane society after her last family’s youngest child developed strong allergies!  After 
a group of elders visited Stella at the humane society on May 17th, they were sold!  I 
am happy to report Stella is adjusting quite nicely to her new “home!”  Her              
personality could not be better for an environment such as Crosaires!  Welcome     
Stella, we LOVE 
YOU!!! 

 

Wow, as I write this column it is         
Memorial Day weekend, the official 
“kick off to summer!”  Summer is right, 
as the temperatures have already 
reached the low 90’s.  Did we really 
have a spring this year?  I am not     
complaining as it sure is nice to be back 
outside with the elders enjoying        
everything from long rides on our      
Trishaw bike, to delicious meals on our 
back deck, embracing the abundance of 
lilacs at the MSU gardens, attending the 
music in the parks at local venues and 
searching for treasures at local garage 
sales.   Summer is a time of relaxation 
and we have officially begun with this 
theme! 



 

“If You Build It, They 
Will Come.” 

This famous quote, 
from the movie, A Field 

of Dreams starring 
Kevin Costner in 1989 
rings true at Crosaires 

since building our large 
deck a couple of years 

back.  Since then, some 
wonderful gatherings 
and memories have 
been created.  This 

past month, elder Mary 
Middleton had a family 

reunion held on this 
deck with her three 

children who, for 
various reasons have 

not been altogether in 
a long time with their 
parents.   Great food, 
fellowship, laughter 
and tears were all 

shared.  Such a 
wonderful experience 

for all and memories to 
be cherished.  We built 
it and they are coming! 

  

 

 

LILACS IN ABUNDANCE 

  

 
 

WE REMEMBER …. 
What a beautiful evening it was on Friday, May 18th as elders, staff from the past and 
present, and family members gathered at Crosaires to remember the life of  Virginia 
“Gina” Ellefson who passed away at Crosaires on September 25, 2017.  Gina, the last 
of the original “family” of elders to call Crosaires “home”, was remembered as a    
woman full of life and “glitter.”  In her memory a beautiful Magnolia tree was planted 
on the grounds to be enjoyed for years to come.  At Gina’s memorial the following   
poem, entitled “GLITTER” was also read; 

I was born with butterfly’s on my tongue, and glitter in my veins.                              
People tell me its just dust but I know better.  I see it whenever I get a knick or 

scratch and it falls down like feathers, catching the light and dancing like                  
kaleidoscopes.  Like the shimmer of fish scales, like Christmas lights, like twinkling 

stars. 

I am a book and every mark on my skin is a memory written in fine sharp detail with 
a red glitter pen.  Stress line on paper, faded in ink blots.   And when I open up, I’m 

magic. 

 

 

 

 

They may have been delayed a few 
weeks this year but the rows of lilacs 
at Michigan State University were in 
their full glory by mid-May!  This       
annual trip is always a highlight for 
those who attend as it provides not 
only a wonderful experience through 
our senses of sight and smell, but 
brings folks back to other memories 
of the past.  For many, stories were 
shared of lilac bushes one                
remembered on childhood properties 
and /or at grandma and grandpas.  
Whatever the memory was and/or 
story shared, one thing is always for 
certain, we hate to leave the lilacs  

and appreciate their glory, even if it is 
short lived! 

 

http://www.google.com/imgres?hl=en&biw=1366&bih=673&tbm=isch&tbnid=JIml1Qp1tf0_1M:&imgrefurl=http://annabelle-candy.com/blog/2011/06/2011-american-cancer-society-relay-for-life/relay-for-life-logo/&docid=L-xV4KbZi2JWtM&imgurl=http://annabelle-candy.com/b


 

  

 

   

As your summer plans begin to take shape, 

make sure to mark your calendars for        

Monday, June 18th as the Crosaires              

Foundation will be back at the Culver’s        

Restaurant in Okemos for their first of two 

fundraising events at this location in 2018.  

Stop in for full meal and/or simply a tasty   

dessert between the hours of 5:00-10:00 p.m. 

By doing so, a portion of your sales will go    

directly to the Foundation. 

Your continued generosity will continue to 

allow the Foundation in moving forward with 

a couple large capitol expenses including the 

paving of some of the grounds at Crosaires to        

maximize independence for the elders.   

  

 

MAKING THE TURN AGAINST PARKINSON’S  

Over the course of the last few months you may 

have read that the Crosaires Foundation is teaming 

up with the local organization, “Making the Turn 

Against Parkinson’s.”  In January of this past year 

the board of directors unanimously voted to move   

forward with assisting this organization with their 

highly successful annual golf outing, held on June 

15th at Brookshire Golf Course in Williamston. 

The Crosaires Foundation holds the raffle license 

for the event and, as a result, has our name on 

every ticket and be given $1,000.00 of the          

proceeds.  If you would be interested in purchasing 

a ticket or two, call Todd Walter at 517-898-1715.  

Tickets are $25.00 a piece or five for $100.00. 

There will be plenty of great prizes given away, 

several of which are listed on the flier to the right! 

 

The Crosaires Foundation Updates... 
The Crosaires Foundation is always accepting       
donations.  If you and/or someone you know would 
like to make a financial contribution, contact Todd 
Walter for more information. 

For more questions about the Crosaires Foundation, 
visit the Crosaires’ website at www.crosaires.com 
and/or call Todd Walter at 517-898-1715. 

 

 



LIVING OUR MISSION AND VISION... 

There is nothing more gratifying to an owner of a small business when he/she sees that the organization is 

fulfilling its mission and vision statements on a daily basis and are recognized by others for doing so as well. 

For the past six years, Crosaires has tried to live up to its mission statement and are proud to say we strive to 

do so each and every day.  Our mission and vision statements were founded on strong principles and as one 

family member recently stated, “Crosaires always strives to put ‘humanity’ first above everything else.” 

Mission:  Where care and community intersect. 

Vision:  Honoring elderhood by continuously creating a culture of well-being, rich in meaning and purpose. 

Each month we continue highlighting a significant event, program and/or life experience which depicts our 

mission and vision.  Constant awareness builds excitement and when excitement builds, things really begin 

to move. 

This past month on May 24th, we helped Walgreens with their fight against children poverty in the United 

States by purchasing and proudly wearing our red noses on “Red Nose Day!”  Having fun, laughing and 

helping a national problem was the theme of this day! 

lf you hear and/or know of a community volunteering opportunity please call 

Todd at 517-898-1715.   The opportunity to give care, and not only receive it,     

is essential to human life! 

CROSAIRES 

An “Aging in Community”  

Residence. 

 5829 Zimmer Road 

Williamston, Michigan 

Phone:  517-599-8210 

Cell:      517-898-1715 

Fax:       517-655-1455 

www.crosaires.com 

Email Address:  

toddw@crosaires.com 


