
 

“March Madness” is upon us in many ways, 
not only with the upcoming high school and 
collegiate basketball tournaments, but with 
our excitement for the spring days soon 
ahead! 

For the last two years at Crosaires we have 

always held a fun competition amongst the 

elders and staff, guessing when would be the 

first day we would see the Sand Hill Cranes on 

our property.  This year before we could 

gather our healthy competition together, by 

golly there they were, standing on our front 

lawn on Monday, February 22nd!  What a 

joyous site for all, as in our hearts and minds 

we knew spring was on its way!  I did say to 

several of the elders though that soon after 

the cranes arrived we were predicted to hit 

 

 

It all began last November as Crosaires and our friends from the Stepping Stones 

Montessori School gathered at the Lansing Food Bank’s administrative offices to help 

place seedlings and informational fliers into brown paper bags with the goal to be 

handed out to local families next spring as part of the Garden Project.  After our initial 

visit, Crosaires brought back home enough product to stuff an additional 500 bags!  Over 

the course of the last three months the elders and staff worked together to almost fulfill 

our 500 goal, tapping off at 427!  What a great 

community service project; one organization we will 

continue to help in the future! 
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the cranes would be puzzled with    

another six to eight inches of snow on 

the ground and offered to welcome 

the large birds inside, at least until the 

storm had passed, but I had no takers!  

I guess their beauty is to be admired 

from afar! 

As everyone at Crosaires looks forward 

to spring, we are also gearing up for 

our third annual “Community Easter 

Egg Hunt” to be held on Saturday, 

March 26th.   As in the past, this is sure 

to be a great community event, but 

who knows this year with Easter being 

so early, we may be having 1500 eggs 

buried in the snow!  “March           

Madness”, it’s all making sense now! 

Easter’s On Its Way! 

The 3rd annual           
“Community Easter 
Egg Hunt” at            
Crosaires will be held 
on Saturday, March 
26th beginning at 
10:00 a.m. 

There will be 1,500 
eggs  hidden on the       
property including        
additional “golden 
eggs” containing    
special prizes. 

Proceeds this year 
will go to Hospice of 
Lansing in memory of  
Mathew Davis who 
passed away in early 
February. 



“This Land is Your 
Land, This Land is 

My Land.” 

One of my favorite 
sayings is “The only 

constant in life is 
change.” 

With that said 
Crosaires has 

experienced a little 
crossroads in their 
community farmer 
relationship with 
Mathew Romans.  

Mathew and his wife 
are beginning to 

explore missionary 
work and therefore 

cannot commit to the 
responsibilities it 

would take to 
oversee a portion of 

our land. 

Mathew and team 
member Jon Hunt 

are diligently working 
identifying a new 
person  “farmer” 

who would have a 
piece of land, raise 
crops, involve the 

elders and staff living 
and working at 

Crosaires and give 
back to the 
community. 

Maybe this person is 
you and or you know 

of someone?  If so 
please call Todd at            

517-898-1715  

  

 

 

“Rachel’s Review”  

  

 
 

 Crosaires and “Sister Pat” Unite! 

If there is one thing our dear friend Sister Pat has going for her, it is her passion and     

desire for healthy competition.   As a guest celebrity for the 2nd Annual Pancake        

Championship breakfast held at Applebee’s on Saturday, February 6th, Sister Pat      

raised over $6,000.00  with all proceeds going to help The Haven House, Lansing’s        

only transitional family homeless shelter.  Sister Pat, along with other guest                   

celebrities raised over $20,000.00!  The Saturday morning was filled with excitement    

and great food as Crosaires gathered at a packed restaurant to cheer on our friend,      

Sister Pat and others all for a great cause.  We are already looking forward to next        

year as we simply love to see Sister all dressed up in her MSU paraphernalia!  Go      

Green, Go White, Go Sister, Go Haven House!!          

    

 

 

difficult.   That is a great life lesson I’ve 
learned from my new fitness buddies; 
when you just can’t be stretched any      
further sometimes you just have to laugh it 
off.  I can’t wait to see what next months 
lesson is.  

 

 

 

It’s amazing how much fun you can 
have in the bitter months of winter! 
Cold, endless-winter February turned 
into Fitness February with our new 
fitness program.  I’ve enjoyed trying 
out different types of fitness with the 
elders including Chair Yoga and Chair 
Tai Chi. Figuring out ways to be active 
in the winter can be tricky but with a 
few chairs and good friends it can be 
fun.  I’m not sure if we get more of a 
work out from the actual fitness     
routine or the laughing.   

We usually end up giggling getting 
stuck on a stretch that’s a little too 

http://www.google.com/imgres?hl=en&biw=1366&bih=673&tbm=isch&tbnid=JIml1Qp1tf0_1M:&imgrefurl=http://annabelle-candy.com/blog/2011/06/2011-american-cancer-society-relay-for-life/relay-for-life-logo/&docid=L-xV4KbZi2JWtM&imgurl=http://annabelle-candy.com/b


 

  

 

   

As stated in last month’s newsletter, the 2015 

end of the year capital campaign drew to a 

close with the Crosaires Foundation raising 

$1,550.00 towards its $6,000.00 goal. 

Knowing that not only does the Foundation 

want to reach its goal but so did the other 

generous individuals who generously donated 

towards its cause.  With that said, board 

member Julie Banks assisted in setting up a   

“Go Fund Me” Account with the hopes that 

this campaign goal will be reached.   A Go 

Fund Me account is an electronic tool which 

allows anyone to donate towards a cause.   

The Crosaires Foundation is hoping that not 

only will you give what you can, but ask that 

you forward this information to all of your    

 

PATRICK BALL- “CELTIC HARP-SPOKEN WORD” CONCERTS 

As you are aware by now, The Crosaires            
Foundation, in partnership with the Meridian     
Senior Center, are bringing nationally known Celtic 
musician, Patrick Ball to mid-Michigan for two    
performances in May. 

Patrick will be performing his Celtic-Harp-Spoken 
Word concerts on Saturday, May 14th at 7:00 p.m. 
at the Chippewa Middle School in Okemos and 
again on Sunday, May 15th at 2:00 p.m. at the 
McGoff Auditorium in Williamston. 

Ticket prices are $15.00 per ticket and or a 20% 
reduction for group sales of 10 or more.  Ticket 
sales can be purchased through the Meridian     
Senior Center (706-5045), Crosaires (898-1715) or 
online through the Ticket River website, https://
www.ticketriver.com. 

It is the goal that through these two performances 
the Crosaires Foundation will raise monies to     
purchase a Trishaw Bicycle and paving nature     

trails on the property, while the Meridian Senior 
Center is looking to help raise additional funds for 
their activities department. 

The planning committee continues to be actively 
recruiting sponsorships for the color program that 
will be available at each concert.  The three tiers 
of sponsorship available include: 

Bronze—$100.00 

Silver—$250.00  

Gold—$500.00 

To learn more about what each level of            
sponsorship will include, please call                     
517-898-1715. 

For more information on Patrick Ball and his     
musical talents, visit his website at http://
www.patrickball.com. 

For now, save the dates, purchase your tickets 
and spread the word!!  THANK YOU!!!! 

Crosaires Foundation “GO FUND ME” Updates... 
friends and family via email and through Facebook, 

Twitter, etc.  Personally, I have contributed to       

several causes through a Go Fund Me Account and 

have been blown away at how fast a goal can be 

reached through small donations.  So give what you 

can and are able and help spread the word as we 

would love to be able to purchase the new Trishaw 

bicycle this 

Spring/Summer.  

 



 

Patrick Ball—Celtic Harp-Spoken Word Concert -Sponsors  

Saturday and Sunday, May 14-15th 

Chippewa Middle School and McGoff Auditorium 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

          

 

A Special “Treat!” 
A special thanks to student intern, Rachel Smith who spearheaded a special trip to the MSU Dairy 

Store on Tuesday, February 9th.  You see, Rachael had “connections”, as her husband Gary is an 

employee at the Dairy Store, working on his master’s in Food Science. 

The reason the trip was extra special was that we actually were able to be in the “lab” to witness 

the entire process of what goes into making the fabulous cheese and of course, the creamy,    

delightful MSU ice cream.  It was wonderful to see the eyes of the elders in attendance because 

even at the beautiful age of 94, one elder commented that this was a brand new experience for 

her as well.  Of course we ended our time by purchasing chocolate cheese and butter pecan ice 

cream!  Thanks Rachel and Gary!!  

 

 

Terry and Shirley Walter 

Todd and Brenda Gardner 

Barrett’s Clothing Store of Williamston 


