
 

Well last month you may remember me 

informing all of you just how much I love 

winter and was disappointed in the lack of 

snow and cold this current winter has 

brought.  I am writing this column on a 

Saturday morning, today’s temperature will 

be close to 60 degrees!  I guess I won’t be 

seeing you on Lake Lansing with your ice 

fishing gear anytime soon and/or at Hawk 

Island flying down on the inner tubes!  After 

February 17th my winter fun came to an end 

anyway this year as I had meniscus, knee 

surgery.  Let me tell you for a “Type A” 

personality sitting and watching movies and/ 

or relaxing during the day is very hard me for 

me but, a lesson learned as I get older.  I was 

just telling my wife, Cindy now “forced” 
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to relax and recuperate, I have no 

choice and am finding myself feeling 

less rushed with tasks to do!   

I know “old man winter” is not through 

with us yet in Michigan, I only hope that 

his early warm weather will again not 

hurt our farmer’s crops as in a few years 

past! 

Enjoy the month of March as we draw 

one month closer to Spring.  This month 

I will be enjoying for the first time a trip 

to Lakeland, Florida to participate in the 

Detroit Tiger Spring Training experience 

with my brother.  My bags are packed 

and cannot wait!  Go Tigers and Go 

Spring!!  Enjoy.  

Traditional Russian 
Food Anyone? 

The sights, sounds 
and smells of            
traditional Russian 
music and foods 
came alive on          
Saturday, February 
4th as MSU Full Bright 
Scholar, Sonja L. 
spearheaded the      
creations of Borscht 
soup and Pelemini!  A 
wonderful, cultural 
event for all involved!  

STEPPING STONES MONTESSORI SCHOOL COLLABORATION… 

As our collaborative efforts continue with the youth from the Stepping Stones       
Montessori School in East Lansing, this past month the elders assisted the kids in    
making decorative garden pots for their annual, largest fundraising event to help in so 
many areas of their overall project goals.   

This month the youth will be back to assist the elders in 
stuffing the Easter Eggs!  This ongoing relationship has truly 
developed into something wonderful with all parties eager 
each month to meet and work on something rich in meaning 
and purpose!  



 

 

“ASK JEANNE” 

For the past few 
months we have asked 
you the readers to 
send questions to 
elder, Jeanne Brown 
and have her come 
back with an answer. 

Crosaires knows in 
today’s world this may 
be easily accomplished 
by you the reader, but 
why not engage an 
elder who has the time 
and desire to do so? 

Your questions can be 
sent through a private 
message on the 
Crosaires Facebook 
page or via email at 

toddw@crosaires.com 

Providing such an 
opportunity for Jeanne 
is another way to 
engage  her with our 
mission and vision! 

Jeanne is our official 
researcher at Crosaires 
and it is wonderful!! 

 

  

  

Intersect”, this year again we 

have  identified a community cause to help 

with.   The flier for this event can be found 

on our website as well as Facebook page 

and we ask that you please share with     

others. 

Along with the 1500 hidden eggs there will 

also be other fun games taking place on the 

property to help raise monies for the cause. 

This event gets better every year thanks to 

your support and generosity!   

 

Crosaires 4th Annual Easter Egg Hunt!!! 

  

 
 

  DO YOU LOVE TO GARDEN? 

As the warmer months begin to entertain our days, I have decided to 

keep running this article in hopes of gaining interest.  Just last month I did receive 

word from a friend after her retirement next year.  She is seriously considering aiding 

our efforts. 

This coming April, Crosaires will be celebrating five years as a part of the Williamston 

community, a milestone we are very, very proud of.  Over the course of the last five 

years, there has been two things that have never waivered: our mission and vision 

statements.  As our mission statement proudly states, “Where Care and Community  

Intersect”, and Vision Statement proclaims, “Honoring Elderhood by continuously  

creating a culture of well-being, rich in meaning and purpose”.  This coming spring 

and summer we would like to identify individuals, groups and/or families to “adopt” a 

flower garden space on our property and assist an elder in maintaining these areas so 

that the true beauty can be enjoyed all season long and not overshadowed by the 

growth of weeds, etc.  As the phrase states, “many hands make light work”, this would 

be a wonderful way to incorporate more of you into our lives!   We know we cannot 

do it alone and are not afraid to ask for help.  Are you setting goals for the new year? If 

so, maybe this is the opportunity you have been waiting for.  Call owner, Todd Walter 

at 517-898-1715 for more information and/or to explore this volunteer opportunity! 

 

 

The date is set for the 4th Annual   

Crosaires Community Easter Egg Hunt.  

Save the date of Saturday, April 15th 

at 10:00 a.m.  As in the past, over 

1,500 plastic eggs will be filled with 

goodies (peanut free) along with sev-

eral “Golden” eggs which will have gift     

certificates from local businesses.  The 

elders will begin stuffing the eggs     

beginning next week as this is for sure 

a process for all involved. 

In aligning with our mission statement, 

“Where Care and Community  
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SAVE THE DATES, SAVE THE DATES!  With less 

than $1,000.00 to raise in order to purchase 

our Trishaw Bicycle, the Foundation has set 

two dates for our restaurant fundraisers. 

The first date is Sunday, April 23rd from 3-6 

p.m. at Ellie’s Country Kitchen.  The other 

date is later in the summer, Monday, June 

19th at Culver’s Restaurant in Okemos from 

4:00-10:00 p.m.  

We would love nothing more than to have 

you enjoy a meal out while our Foundation 

earns a percentage of the proceeds.  100% of 

all tips will also go directly to the Foundation 

and are greatly appreciated. 

Later this summer we will also be hosting a 

community wide garage sale where folks can 

 

IN MEMORY OF AGNES DEXTER... 

Just shy of living at Crosaires for two years, our dear 

friend, Agnes Dexter passed away on February 16th 

with family members at her bedside.   

Agnes was born on July 18, 1921 in the family farm 

house on Noble Road in Williamston and lived in this 

area her entire life.   After graduating from                

Williamston High School, Agnes attended County     

Normal in Mason, an equivalent to college in those 

days.  Agnes held several jobs throughout her long life 

including teaching, factory work and finally retiring 

from the state of Michigan from the Department of 

Transportation. 

Agnes married Ron Dexter on May 5, 1943 and raised 

five children of their own.  Agnes was blessed with 

many grandchildren and great grandchildren.  

Agnes was born and raised in the Catholic faith 

and attended St. Mary Catholic Church.  Saying her 

daily rosary was very important to her, something 

we will miss seeing in her hands. 

Agnes was also a HUGE Detroit Tiger baseball fan 

and for the last two seasons beginning in April, no  

day went by that scores and highlights were not 

discussed with her.  A great way for Agnes and the 

staff to connect! 

As we continue to grieve the loss of our friend, we 

are reminded that Agnes, now at peace, lived a 

long, wonderful life here on earth.  The memories 

of Agnes and what she brought to all of us will    

continue on at 5829 Zimmer Road for years to 

come.  Thanks to the extended family for sharing 

your mother with us, we enjoyed every minute! 

The Crosaires Foundation 
rent table space and sell their goods.  This is the 

idea of Ziona Bisno, elder living at Crosaires.  More 

information coming within the next couple of 

months!! 

Tax deductible donations to the Foundation are   

always welcome and can be mailed to 5829 Zimmer 

Road, Williamston, MI 48895.   

On behalf of the Board of Directors, we thank you 

for your continued generosity.  Crosaires is so 

blessed to be a part of this community! 

For more questions about the Crosaires Foundation, 

visit the Crosaires’ website at www.crosaires.com 

and/or call Todd Walter at 517-898-1715. 

With your help, we have high hopes to be able to 

purchase our new bike this spring/summer!! 



WELCOME MARY MIDDLETON!! 

Last month I wrote an article which I entitled; “FULL CIRCLE.”  In this article I  wrote about new elder, Mary 

Middleton moving to Crosaires.  You may recall,  Mary’s daughter, Wendi Middleton, has served as one of 

my mentors in the aging profession for over 20 years!  At the time the article was written last month, Mary 

had not moved into Crosaires (February 5th), but she is now with us, fully engaged, growing and blossom-

ing again, every hope and prayer that her family would have had for her.  It is an ongoing amazement 

when people witness first hand, an organization, such as Crosaires, who truly “loves” what they do and 

stand for and that wonderful, magical things continue to happen.  This month, we share some fantastic 

photos of Mary engaged in her new “home!”  The photos of Mary working on the chocolate dipped      

strawberries is especially meaningful as she grew up in a family-owned candy store in Flint! 

 

 

 

 

 

  

    

 

 

          

CROSAIRES 

An “Aging in Community”  

Residence. 

 5829 Zimmer Road 

Williamston, Michigan 

Phone:  517-599-8210 

Cell:      517-898-1715 

Fax:       517-655-1455 

www.crosaires.com 

Email Address:  

toddw@crosaires.com 


